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it was not under this section at all. Pay-
ment under Seclion 186 was not what the
hon. mewber was alluding to. It would be
readily seen that when a local authority
made an estiniate at Lhe keginning of tla
vear for the performance of this service it
took inle consideration the number of
tenants in assessing the annual charge, the
result had been that Fremantle up fo date
had been sadly oul in ibeir reckoning on
account of the difficulty Subseetion 2
placed them in to prove that the pan had
been used. Tt might be correetly said
that probahly there was not one place in
the distriet represented by Mr. Cullen tha}
worked under Section 186.

Hon. E. MeLARTY : One was inelined
to agree with Mr, Cullen, ¥From his ex-
perience of property in the town B,
Moss mentioned a charge had been made
when there had been no removal. He had
paid sanitary rvates for two or three years
until he protested when it was found
the eouncil had been eollecting the rate
illegaliy. 1t was quite sufficient to pay
when the service was rendered,

Progress reported.

IHouse adjourned at 9.37 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
pan., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED,

By the Minister for Works: 1, Map
showing eentre line of proposed Hotham-
Crossman Railway; 2, Map showing cen-
tre line and limits of devialion of pro-
posed railway from Yilliminning to Kon-
dinin; 3, Papers in conneetion with
Wickepin-Merriden Railway (asked for
by Mr. Monger).

By the Minister for Lands: 1, Report
of Fisheries Department on Fisheries and
Oysler Hateheries at Shark Bay; 2, Third
annual report of Commissioner of Taxa-
tion; 3, Reporl of Surveyor General for
the year ended 30th June, 1911.

By the Minister for Mines: Mineral
leases at Phillips River, return (ordered
on motion by Mr. Hudson); 2, Calorifie
valnes of coals, return (asked for by Mr.
Loghlen).

By (he Altorney General: Papers re-
lating fto appoiniment of Universily Or-
oaniser,
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. QUESTION — UNIVERSITY OR-
GANISER.

Mv. HEITMANN asked the Mimster
for Bdueation : 1, Whe selected Mr. Gunn
as organiser of the proposed Universily?
2, Who authorised thewmn to do the select-
ing? 3, Are there not provisions in the
University Aet for the organisation and
management of the University? 4, Was
the appointment of Mr. Gunn made under
the provisions of the University Acet? 5,
IWhy was the position not advertised in
Australia? 6, What special qualification
has Mr. Gunn to make up for his laclk of
knowledge of Australian conditions, ideas,
and requirements, in regard to higher edu-
cation? 7, In view of the fact that our
University is to be run on lines suited for
Aupstralia, not following closed the older
universities of England, and that we have
many brilliant nniversity men in Ausira-
lia, whose knowledge of Australian con-
ditions and ideals is hevond quesfion, will
the Mintster explain what advantages
there are in appointing Mr. Gunn with
no Australian knowledge? 8, Is it nof a
fact that prior to this appointment Mr.
Gunn was out of employment for a con-
sidernble time?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: The Government have no official
kuowledge or papers bearing upon the
eight qnestions asked by the hon. member,
but in response to inguiries I have rve-
ceived the following statement from Sir
Winthrop Hackett, the Chairman of the
Roval Commission appointed to inquire
into the question of the establishment of
a West Australian Universiby:

The selection of Mr. Gunn in London
as organiser and adviser to the pro-
posed University of Western Australia
was officially made by the Hon. Frank

Wilson. the Minister charged with the

admimstration of the University, and

who was also Premier of the State, In
this ease he took the couvse he did after
summoning in eonference all those in-
dividuals whom he ecould eollect in

London, who had direetly interested

themselves in the foundation of the

new University. Besides the Hon.

Frank Wilson, who took the chair and

drafted the resolution anthorising the

appointment, there were present the
Agent General {in whose office the
meeting was held), who had issued the
original Hoyal Commission te examine
into the proposed University Sir Win-
throp Hackett, the chaivman of the
Royal Commission, the Right Rev. Dr.
Riley, Bishop of Perth, deputy chair-
man of the Royal Commission, Mr.
Cecil Andrews, one of its members, and
My, Cyril Jaekson, formerly Inspector
General of Schools in Western Austra-
lia. The Hon. Frank Wilson aecepts
the responsibility of the step though
the Act was not completely operative.
The provisions of the University Act
contemplate the appointment of a vice-
chancellor ns the chief exeeutive and
organising officer of the University, but
the permanent seleation of sueh au
officer implies a possibly long search
for the vight man—on whom the sue-
cess of the University must so largely
depend—probably prolonged inquiries
and full advertising. The University
statute under which he wounld aet has
not been passed, there being no senate
to bring it into operation, and in this
statnte the terms of the vice-chaneel-
lor’s tenure of office, stipend, powers
and duties will have to be preseribed.
Under these eireumstances the appoint-
ment of My. Gunn for a period of twe
vears probably hastens the establish-
ment of the University by the most
part of that period. The snggestion to
appoint him for a peribd (and it was
his own wish that it should be for two
vears} commended itself to the entire
conference. He iz a gradnate of one
of the most up-to-date Universities in
the British Dominigns—that of IEdin-
hurgh—and he has had a precisely simi-
lar experience in organising a Univer-
sity foundation in South Africa. Tt was
felt by the conference that it was of
the ntmost importance that full reports
should be obtained at once on the mod-
ern universities of the Tnited King-
dom—a task for which My, Gunn's
qualifieations distinetly fit him. He wos
accordingly given instructions to visit
and obtain full information as to the
working of sueh universities as, among
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others, Liverpool, Birmingham, Bristol
and Reading. Mr. Gunn may be ex-
pected in Western Australia in the
course of a few weeks. He will then
be required to dispose of the great mass
of essential preliminaries which are
needed to put the institution in ran-
ning order, for lhe drafting of statutes,
and indeed, general organising, under-
faking, if called upon, the registrar’s
work, and generally carrying out the
instructions of the senate of the Uni-
versity. The appointment of Mr.
Gunn for two vears will leave plenty
of time to make inquiries in view of
those permanent appeointments, which
will require so much care and thought
in selecting. Moreover, it will avoeid
those complications which would be
almost inevitable in case of temporary
appointments made in Australia where
claims would be put forward which
might be difficult to set aside.  At-
tached are copies of the testimonials
and reeommendations under which Mr.
Gunn was appointed:  That appoint-
ment will have to be ratified by the
senate of the new University, but the
conference entertained no doubt that
this will be done. All particunlars with
rezgard to Mr. Guuwn’s appointment
were given in the 1Fest Australian ol
30th September, 1911,

This statement has been countersigned by
the Hon. Frank Wilson, the ex-Premier,
and one who was present at the meeting
in London reférred to. M. Battye, the
Seeretary of the Royal Commission, has
also informed the Government that he has
no knowledge of the appointment re-
ferred {o beyond what he learned from
the columns of the West Austrelian news.
paper of 30th Sepiember last. I propose
to lay the doecument on the Table.

QUESTION — FORESTRY CON-
FERENCE.

Mr. McDOWATLL (for Mr. O’Loghlen}
asked the Minister for Lands: Is he in
favour of summoning a eonference in the
new year of the field officers in the For-
estry Department to consider—(a) the
best means (o make passing at the stump
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a success; (b) the best method to adopt .
in order to reproduce our forests; (e) the
classification of our timber areas gener-
ally?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: The matters proposed to be sub-
mitted to the suggested conference are
already receiving attention.

QUESTION—RAILWAY COAL SUP-
PLIES.

Mr., MeDOWALL (for Mr. O'Loghlen)
asked the Minister for Railways: 1, What
are the ealorific values of eoals suppliad
from each local eolliery to the Govern-
ment railways since 1st January, 19112
2, What priees are being paid to each
colliery for same?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: T have a return whieh I shall lay
on the Table.

QUESTION—MINING BATTERY,
GOLDEN VALLEY.

Mr, HUDSON asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is the battery at Golden Valley,
managed by Mr, 8. C. Lang, subsidised
by the Government? 2, If so, what is the
amount of sueh subsidy? 3, Are the
owners of sueh battery, by arrangement
with the department or otherwise, under
any obligalion to crush for the public?
4, If so, on what terms?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, In February, 1910, Mr, 8. C. Lang was
granted freight on 50 tons of machinery
from Malcolm to Southern Cross, amouni-
ing to £119 5s. 2d., eonditionally that he
crushed for the publie at 1s. per ton in
advance of Government rates, No fixed
peviod in each month was set apart for
public erashing, and at the expiration of
12 months from the commencement of
crushing operations the amount expended
in freight was to be granfed as a subsidy,
provided the department was satisfied
that he had fairly and equitably earviel
out his confract to provide erushing facili-
ties for Golden Valley for a period af
12 months. He was required to purchase
sands (not slimes) in aceordance with 1ha
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State battery vegulations, but had power
to reject any sands not amenable to treat-
ment. 2, No subsidy per ton for publie
erishing has been asked for or granted
to Mr. Lang. 3, The only obligation to
erush for the public was that expressed
in the answer to question 1. 4, Answered
by No. 3.

QUESTION—SCHOOLS IN AGRI-
CULTURAL SETTLEMENTS.

Mr. MOORE asked (he Minister for
Iidueation: When is it proposed to open
the following schools in new agriculiuval
seftlements —Morawa, Merkanooka, Mor-
awa No. 2. as lhey have been promised
for some time?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied: Tenders for school buildings at
Morawa and Morawa No. 2 will be called
for as soon as the Estimates are passe:l.
The department has not received any
applieation for the establishment of a
school at Merkanooka.

QUESTION — EIGHT - HOURS  SYS-
TEM IN PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS.

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Premier:
Is it the intention of the Government to
apply the eight-hours system to hospital,
gaol, and asylum ewployees, including
nurses?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for
the Premier) replied: The Government
are giving the matter eonsideration, but it
will be impossible to do anything in the
direction indicated during the eurrent
financial year.

QUESTION—ROTTNEST ISLAND,
LANDING FACILITIES.

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Minister
for Works: 1, Have plans and estimates
been prepared for the consirmetion of a
jetty at Rottnest island? 2, If so, what
is the length of the proposed jetiy, and
the estimated cost of same? 3, In view
of the inereasing number of people visit-
ing Rotinest island, and of the inconveni-
ence and danger of the present method of

landing passengers and goods; is it the
iniention of the Govermment to proceed
with the construction of Lhe jetty?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, (1) Extension of exist-
ing jetty 160 feet; estimated cost £1,100;
no increased deplh of water was oblained
by the proposed extension, which has
therefore not been adopted. (b) Alterna-
five proposal io exiend jetty GOQ feel;
estimated cost £2.000; depth of water be-
tween 9 and 10 feet; eonsidered too ex-
pensive. 3, This maiter is under con-
sideration,

QUESTION—RATLWAY RESUMP-
TIONS, WEST PERTHL

Mr. ALLEN usked the Ainister for
Works: 1, Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to widen that part of Wellington
street hetween Melbourne-read and about
& cdhain west of Love-lane, in the arca
recenily resumed for railway purposes?
2, I= it the intention of the Government Lo
widen Railway-parade between Dyer-
street and Thomas-street, West Perth? 3,
Is it the intention of the Government ‘o
resume land for the purpose of making
a road from the West Perth subway in a
north-easterly direction to Sutherland-
street?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, It is proposed to widen by 26
feet lhat portion of Wellington-street
lying hetween Melbourne-road and Mar-
quis-street, provided fhe couneil under-
takes to regrade that portion of Welling-
ton-street to eonform to the new levels re-
quired by the extension of the goods yard.
2 and 3, The matter has not been egn-
sidered.

QUESTION—RAILWAY PLATFORM
EXTENSIONS.

Mr. LEWIS asked the Minister for
Railways: In view of Mr. Roe’s commenis
regarding the inadegnate plaiform ae-
commodation at Burswood railway sta-
tion, will the Minister take early steps to
have the platforms lengthened on Sounth-

West line between Burswood and Arma-
dale? :
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: Mr. Roe's remarks have been
noted, but the department does not coneur
wilh same, in view of Section 40 of the
Railway \ct, which frees the Commis-
sioner from liability in such eases, Qwing
to the inereased population and extension
of the train szervice, many of the plat-
forms on the South-Western and other
sections are unot sufficiently lony to take
the whole of the train; it is intended to
lengthen these in their order of urgency
as funls are available,

QUESTION — IMMIGRANTS EM-
PLOYED BY BRAILWAY DE-
PARTMENT,

Mr. LEWIS asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, How many immigranis
were employed by the Railway Depart-
ment during the past six months? 2,
How many casnals were dispensed with
in order to give preference to immigrants?
3, Does the Minister approve of such ae-
tion?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: This information will take some
{ime to prepare. I should be glad if the
hon. member wounld move for a return to
he presented.

Mr, Lewis: I shall do so.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION,
The MINISTER FOR LANDS {Hon.

T, H. Bath) moved— .
That for the remainder of the session
the Standing Orders be suspended so
far as 1o enable Bills to be passed
through all their stages in one day, and
Messages from the Legislative Counril
to be iaken, imto consideralion on the
day on which they are received; alse,
so far us to admit of the reporting and
adopting of the resolutions of the Com-
mitices of Supply and of Ways and
Means on the same day on which they
shall have passed those Committees.
This was a motion which it was necessary
to pass in order to facilitate business dur-
ing the remainder of the session. It was
the customary practice.  Although the
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Government had good inientions with re-
gard to avoiding ihis course in the futuvre,
they saw no alternafive but to ask the
House to consent to the motion at lhe
present juneture.

Mr, FRANK WILSON (Sussex):
Thougl having no abjeelion to this time
honoured custom being observed during
this session, he would like to know whether
it was the intention of the Government to
finish the session before Christmas, or
whether it was proposed to adjourn over
the Christmas holidays and meet after the
New Year, The House had been in ses-
sion something like two months, but had
not sat very long each day. The House
had been adjourning at tea-time without
having done much work and now it was
noticed that many important measures
were being introduced in addition to those
that were already on the Notice Paper.

Mr. Gill: Also a time-hononred cus-
tom.

My, FRANK WILSON: Not five days
before the termination of the session, if
the session was to be terminated before
Christmas, There were half a dozen Bills
notice of which liad been given and he
supposed others would come along, while
the Budget had yet to be delivered and
the Lstimates to be eonsidered, and there
were only five or six days in which to
eomplete the work. One motion alone,
that dealing with the construction of the
Esperance Railway, would require a con-
siderable amount of diseussion., It could
not be understood why some of the rail-
way Bills had not been brought down a
month earlier. Members eould then have
thrashed out the question of the Esper-
ance railway. Ii seemed that these Bills
were brought down at the last minute in
order to enable the Government to say
that they had been introduced. Perhaps
the Minister for Lands would give the
House some information as to whether it
was intended to sit after the New Year
or whether it was hoped to finish at the
end of next week.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath) : It was the intention of the
Government to do their ntmost to con-
clude the session before Christmas and
for that purpose it was intended to have
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extra sittings. With regard to the amount
of business and the time taken hitherto,
in connection with its disposal, he would
point out to the leader of the Oppoesition
that the House had done a great deal of
work and had passed some very important
measures during the time it bad been
sitting. No one should understand better
than the leader of the Opposition the diffi-
culty in getting business before the Honse
in view of the very short time in which
Ministers had been in their offices. It
was a remarkable fact that an election
should take place so late in the year and
all members would agree in any proposals
to avoid the election again falling at a
similar period. However, the Government
were faced with the position and had
used as much expedition as possible in
getting Bills before the House. It had
been a matter of impessibility to submit
the Bills earlier. With regard to the par-
ticular railway the leader of the Opposi-
tion had referred to, no one would have
bheen stronger in their opposition than
members opposite if the Government had
sought to place before members of the
Assembly any measure withont the pre-
paration of full information and withount
supplying all the details necessary in
order to enable members to record their
votes intelligently. Under the exceptional
eircumstanees the Government were justi-
fied 1in asking for some consideration
from members and he was glad to hear
that the leader of the Opposition had no
intention of opposing the motion.

Question put and passed.

BILYL {5)—FIRST READING.

1, Public Service Aet Amendment.

2, Municipal Corporations Act Amend-
ment.

3, Public Works Act Amendment.

4, Norseman-Esperance Railway,

5, Goldfields Water Supply Aet Amend-
ment.

Introduced by the Minisier for Works.
[311
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BILL—UPPER DARLING RANGE
RATLWAY EXTENSION.
First Reading.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS (Hou,

W. D. Johmson) moved—
That the Bill be vead a first time,

Mr. FRANK TWILSON (Sussex):
Would the Minister for Works distribute
all the rvailway Bills at onee and not wait
until the second veading stage, so that
members might have an opportunity of
pevusing them and becoming conversant
with the different proposais? That would
save a considerable amount of time. The
Minister might also have plans placed on
the walls of the Chamber showing the
routes of the proposed new railways.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
connection with two of the railways the
plans had alveady been laid on the Table
of the House.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Can they not be
placed on the wall of the Chamber?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ad
ditional lithos. ecould be prepared and
these would be displayed on the wall,

Mr. Frank Wilson :
culate the Bills?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: Yes.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a first time.

And you will eir-

RETURN—MILK SUPPLY, METRO-
POLITAN DISTRICTS.
Mr. LANDER (Fast Perih) moved—
That there be laid upon the Table of
the House a return showing:—1, The
numhber of frandulent milk vendors who
have been fined in the Perth, Fremantle,
and Midland Junction DPolice Courls,
during the past lwo years, for selling
adulterated milk. 2, The names and the
amount they twere each fined.
In submitting this motion he would ap-
peal to the Government to have a much
closer inspection of the milk supply whieh
was coming to Perth than had heen car-
ried ont in the past. The gennine dajry-
men had never had a fair chanee with re-
gard to ihis question and many of them
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were keeping a great number of cows.
Last year an inspection was made at the
direction of the laie Government after an
announcement in the City council that
some of the dairies were dirty, That in-
spection was carried out in a peculiar way.
On the Wednesday after the announce-
ment was made, someone connected with
the Stock Department and someone from
the Police Department visited some of the
dairies and the police constable lost the
representative of the Stock Department
near Gwelup Lake.  Records of this
oceurrence can easily be found. On the
Thursday following, the then Minister for
Lands in his usual straightforward man-
ner of doing business sent a Press re-
porter with an inspector from the de-
pariment to some of the dairies after the
inspector had been out fo see that they
were cleaned up. The House should take
some interesi in this matier in the future
and by so doing protect the genuine dairy-
man agaiust the stulf which was being sold
as milk and which was practically only a
mixture. These people who sold such
stuff ought to be brought to justice. In
conversalion with a man a little while ago
this manr said “I pul some stuff in the
wilk and I was canghl, but there was no
prosecuiion.” In conversaiion with an-
other milk vendor, a man who was one of
the largesi vendors of milk, he learned
that this person had sold some four gal-
tons of milk to another milkman and im-
mediately afterwards the man who had
bought it tipped four gallons of water in-
fo it. ‘The dairyman who sold the milk
told this person that he would not have
sold the milk to him if he had known what
was going lo be done wilth it. The veply
that came from the man who adulteraled
it was, “It is good enough for the Dagos.”
At Leederville recenfly a dairyman de-
livered milk to another man and he saw
thal other man take it into the bathroom
and there proceed to prepare a mixture in
a wash basin. When this man was asked
what he was going to do the reply was
that there was some sand in the milk and
he was washing it out. While sueh things
were going onl how could we expect to get
anything like a pure milk supply? This
was a matter which required the closest
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altention of the Government because we
knew what serious harm followed from
the distribution of impure milk. Every-
one knew how necessary pure milk was
in case of sickness such as typhoid fever,
and how important it was o supply pure
milk to children. Why should we have to
pay high fees fo medical wen and to pri-
vate hespitals when it was possible to
avoid this kind of thing by taking drastic
action to improve the milk sapply? 1t
was well known that {uberculosis milk
was being sold in Perth. The dairy herd
whieh the Government imported to this
State some lime ago were to o great ex-
tent responsible for this state of affairs.
In what eondition were the dairy ecows
which the Government imported? They
were rotten with disease and pus was
oozing from their teats. Tn all parts of
the world this question had been dealt
with in a drostic way because its serious-
ness was realised. Flon. members op-
posite were langhing but he assured them
Lhat it was not a langhing matter, The
impure milk supply of Perth was killing
GG per eent. more people than any other
disease known {o the British raece
Yet this question was made a laughing
matter in the House. [t wns a scandal fo
laugh at suel a serious thing as lhis. In
other parts of the world every effort was
being made lo check the white plague,
but the late Government had expended en-
ergy in bringing in diseased cows lo roawm
all over the State. It was well known, too,
that eancerous eows had bepn sold in and
around Perth, as wonld be seen by refer-
ence to the records of the loeal court. It
was common knowledge thal there was
not sulfieient milk to supply Perth during
Jannary and February, nolwithstanding
which everybody pgot so-called milk, and
there were very few prosecutions for adul-
teration. Up at Northam, where the ex-
Minister for Lands came from, things
were o0 sericus that the munieipal eouncil
had had to take up the question them-
selves; and so too at Fremantle. Yet hon.
niembers laughed al the whole question,
If was 1o be hoped the Government would
do something to stamp out liberculosis,
by taking the first step of stamping out
lolluled and adnlterated milk. |
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Mr. MITCHELL (Norvtham): Tt was
not al the question that hon. members had
been langhing although, perhaps, the fig-
ore the hon. member eut had caused some
merriment on both sides of the House.
In referring to surprise visits paid to lhe
dairies by officers of the department the
hon. member had made a number of in-
accurate stalements. On that oceasion the
hon. member had been as usual, erying
“Wolf”! in the eity council, and in eon-
sequence the Press were asked to send
representatives to accompany officers of
the depariment on surprise visits. The
result of those visits had been to prove
that the hon. member was quite wrong in
the statements he had made.

Mr. Lauder: You got that statement
np at Wyndham.

Mr. MITCHELL: [t might almost be
said {hat he had never had a staiement
from the hon. member which proved (o he
true. He belicved the dairy herds in
Perth were very well kept indeed. In
Melbourne when really pure milk was re-
guired people paid about three times as
much as they did for ordinary milk, with
the result that milk of the very puresi
was obtained; but the hon. member wonld
like exceptional work done without having
to pay an excepiional price for it. Our
dairy herds were well kept, and our cows
were just as Ffree from toberculosis as
were the cows of the Eastern States. The
cows we had obtained from the Bastern
States were the very best obtainable
there; they were far above our local aver-
age and had done a power of good in the
Btate. However, he had no objection to
the motion, for he thought that the man
who sold impure milk should be prose-
ented ruthlessly. Just the same the milk
snppliers of Perth did not deserve half
of what had heen said about them by the
hon. member to-day and on many other
oceasions. .

The MINISTER FOR L.ANDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath): No objection could be
offered to the furnishing of the veturn
asked for. Primarily the questions of in-
spection of dairies and the protection of
the public against contaminated milk were
matters for the local authorities, under the
supervision of the Commissioner of Pub-
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lie Health. Oiie could appreeciate ihe de-
sire of the hon. member that the milk
supply of Perth should be absolutely
pure. In this pariicular it was undeniable
that the Department of Health, as con-
stituted under the Act ol last year, had
ample power to ensure the profection of
the consuming publie. Ti was important
that the children and the communiiy gen-
evally should have a pure milk supply, and
doubly important that sick persons
should be protecied in this regard. The
Government had under consideration a
proposal for supplying milk, to hospitals
at least, trom cows tested and proved to
be absolutely free from tuberculosis; but
at the present fime the hospitals had nn-
expired coniraets, and so the proposal of
the Government could not yet be put into
practice. Still it was desired that the
matter should be attended to, and he conld
assure the hon. member that through the
Department of Health the Covernment
wonld exercise fheir supervisory powers
m order to see that the loeal authorities
were properly earrying out the duties en-
tusted to them.

Mr. TNDERWOQOD (Pilbara) - Tt was
the duty of the Governmeni to see fhat
the public were not poisoned by any snb-
stituie for milk. He was not safisfied that
the statements made by the mover of the
motion were altogather corvect, but 1t was
{0 be admitted that the hon. member, who
hadi had considerable experience of this
question, was not likely to make state-
ments of the sort without having some
erounds for them. The Minister for Lands
had made a eertain statement in regard te
confracts. It woas to be hoped the Minis-
ter did not mean thai those econlracts were
to be retained whether or not the milk
beine supplied was puve,

The Minister for TLands: Oh, no,

Mr, TNDERWQOD: It was reassur-
ing to have that remark from the Minis-
ter. For his part he would support the
motion.

Me. HELTMANN (Cue): The mem-
ber for Nertham had declared that the late
Government had done everything possible
in the direction of obtaining a pure milk
supply. If the resnlt of the prosecutions
counld be taken as a eriterion not nearly
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so much had been done as might have
been done. I'rosecutions for milk adul-
teration were commeon, and on one occa-
sion a man who was heing prosecuted for
the fifth or sixth time was fined something
like £5. The great importance of a pure
milk supply to the people of the conntry
should be impressed upon hon. members
It was significant that in Perth we had a
higher rate of infantile mortality than
had any other city in Australia, and it was
well known that the stajle food of in-
fants was cow’s milk. There were more
infantile deaths resulting from unsuitable
feeding and bad milk than from any other
cause. It was the duty of the Govern-
ment to use their influence with the loecal
authorities and, if possible, with the mag-
istrates, to ensure that o man convicted of
dealing in adulterated milk should be sext
to prison, the only fit punishment icr
such an individual. Case after case had
been brought forward and treated very
lightly by these gentlemen who oeecupied
positions on the bench. During the term
of the late Government the administration
of the milk inspection had been transfer-
red from the Health Department to the
Stoek Department, and if any one counld
tell him that there would be better ad-
ministration by the Stock Department
than by the Health Department then
he did not know much about the ad-
ministration of an affair of this kind. The
loeal bodies and the Healith Department
shonld be impressed with the necessity
of waking up. He knew that in part of
the State there was no inspection of
dairies, no tests of milk. and no super-
vision of any kind. Miik could be sold to
the econsumer in the most filthy eondition,
and vet, unless the consmmer himself took
precautions, he had no ollher remedy, be-
cause ihe Heulth Department and the
loeal bodies paid very hitle atlention fo
the question. He trusted that the TMealth
Department would begin to realise their
responsibility. It semed as if the same
old thing was going on from week to
week and from year to year. The Minister
for T.ands had pointed out that the Gov-
ernment had every power under the Health
Act lo deal with the question, but he ven-
tured to say that, although those almost
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unlimited powers were in existence, noth-
ing new had been done in Western Aus-
tralia sinee the Act bad been brought into
force.

Ar. Lander: Hear hear; that is right.

Mr. HEITMANXN: Last year Mr. Col-
lier. had moved an amendmeut to pro-
vide a very severe punishment for offend-
ers in that direction. That hon. member
had desired. and the House had desired,
that when a dairyman, or a supplier of
any other food, was found guilty of the
offence, a notice should be posted on his
eart or place of business. But to show
the interest which the then Government
had in the matter, when the Bill came
back from the Legislative Coonetl with
that provision struck out, the Minister in
charge had said that punishment of that
kind was a relic of the olden times, It
did not matter how many children were
concerned, or what barm was done, so
long as we did not interfere with vested
interests. ¥e hoped that the time wonld
come when a man who had been proved
pesitively to have adulterated milk, wonld
be placed in gaol for that offence. There
was hardly any exeuse for a man neglect-
ing to take every possible precaution in
regard to cleanliness, but there was no
excuse at all for a man being guilty of
adulterating milk, and any man who was
found to lhave commifted that offence
should be posted and prevented in future
from supplying milk.

Mr. THOMAS (Bunbury): The mem-
her for East Perth was correet in saying
that this was an exceptionally important
question, and it was regrettable if some
members had been guilty at first of treat-
ing the matter with some little levily, He
realised how diffienlt it was for the House
to do anything effective in connection with
this evil. The member for Cue had
spoken fealingly on the question of adul-
teration, hut that was the least of the sins
of the milk vendors. The addition of a
little water to the mik would not kill any-
body. The greatest crime of all was Lhe
filthy  eondition in which the milk was
somelimes produced, and {o thal more
than anything else was due the large in-
fantile mortality in Western Australia. Tt
was impossible for people, unless they had
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come into close contact with the industry,
to realise the full extent of the injury
caused every year through this medimm,
and it was difficult to recommend an
effective remedy. He thought that if the
tubercnlin test were applied more treely
and a thorough system was carried out
thronghont the State, even if it eost thou-
sands of pounds per annum, if the rvesult
was the eliminaiion of all tubeveulous
cows, the Government would be confer-
ving a lasting benefit on the community.
He did not know that there was any ques
tion that had come hefore the House which
could compare in imporlance with this
one; it affected the lives of Ihousands of
people, and the State would not need to
bring into the country so many immi-
grants if more attention were paid fo the
milk supply, and to the veaving of the
best of all immigrants—if they conld be
so termed—ihe youngsters horn in West-
ern Australia. 1t was a standing disgrace
to onr civilisation and to the Health De-
partment of the State {hat the present
state of things should be permitted to
exist in Western Australia. e honovred
Mr. Lander for the interest he had taken
in this matter and he hoped that he would
persevere, no matter whether he was met
with ridieule ovr approval, and bring it
hefore the House as frequently as oppor-
runity would permit, until he at last got
redress. People were prone to think that
there were extreme views held on this mat-
ter, and that some persons were inclined
to become fanatieal in rvegard to the purity
of the milk supply. This particnlar sub-
ject permitted of no delay, however, for
it was of much more importance than
many of the Bills which came before the
House. He was happy to know that there
was a sympathetic Minister administer-
ing the laws, and he hoped that the Mini-
ster would think deeply over the matter,
and endeavour to provide some means by
which effective supervision could be
brought into operation. He had been in
dairies where he had seen things which
he could not deseribe in this Chamber; and
possibly that milk would go iuto cirenla-
tion. It had not been adulterated with
water, but the law eould not operate
against the offender. The dishonest man
who wished to make a little more profit
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by putting a drop of water into his miik
might go to gaol, as Mr. Heitmann sug-
gested, but that would not improve the
condilion of affairs, for that was the leasi
of the offences in this direction. So far
as he could see, there were only two ways
of dealing with the evil, firsily, the appli-
cation of the tuberculin test, which in 999
cases out of 1,000 was proof as to
whether the disease existed, to be fol-
lowed by the immediate destruetion and
burning of the affected cattle so that ihere
might be no further trouble—never mind
whant the ¢ost might be; and, secondly,
more supervision over the dairy where the
milk was heing produced. There should
be frecquent surprise visits to the dairies
so that without any warning a sympa-
thetic expert eould see exaclly what was
going on. If some people knew exaectly
how the milk was produced and how really
dangerous it was, especially te children,
Lthey would not consume very large quan-
tities of it. ITe had no desire to say any-
thing more, but he hoped that this ques-
tion would not be lost sight of. It was
a very important matter indeed and he
trusted that Me. Lander would persevere
and keep it before the public and before
this House until we had the most perfect
supervision that was possible.

Mr. ALLEN (West Perth): In sup-
porting the motion he knew well how
very close this matter was to the heart of
the member for KEast Perth, and how
lively and sincere an interest he had taken
in it at all times. In the Perth City
Council that gentleman had been fore-
most in urging on the Government to
take the necessary steps to control the
milk supply. The local board had not
been altogether idle. Of course, the board
had not the power to go outside the city
boundaries and inspeet dairies, but they
had frequently taken samples of milk
from vendors, and taken action against
them when tle milk had been found to
be adulterated. It was to be regretted that
those sitting on the bench to deal with
these prosecutions had not heen as severe
‘as the cases deserved, but that was not
the fault of the local body. He trusted
that the present Government would reetify
any negleet, if there had been any, on the
part of the late Government, and would
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take a keener interest, if possible, in this
important. matter., We were all anxious
that the purest possible supply of milk
should be given to the peopie. He knew
that Mr. Lander had opportunities of see-
ing for himself what many members of
the local health bodies and of this Cham-
ber had not the opportunities of seeing;
in fact, the member for Kasi Perth had
invited him to visit dairies where he as-
serted things were in existence of too
filthy a nature to be mentioned in this
Chamber. He was entively in sympathy
with the hon. member, and he had plea-
sure indeed in supporting the motion.

« Mr, DOOLEY (Geraldton): A great
deal had leen heard at different times on
the question of pure food, and milk in par-
ticular, and he was getting tired of hear-
ing complaints on every hand without
anything effective being done.  The
metropolitan districts seemed to be fairly
well catered for as regards inspectors
who devoted their time to emrrying out
the wishes of the people, but the matter
resolved itself into a question of vested
interests, and he had long ago despaired
of anything practical being dene while
vested interests were at stake. Because
of the great deal of competition, dairy-
ing was not a very profitable industry
compared with other industries, and if
was pleasing to hear the Minister for
Lands say that the Government intended
to take action to provide pure milk so far
as the hospitals were concerned. As
this was an important and vital question
affecting the welfare of the eommunily,
he would ask the Minister if he could
not do something in the way of estab-
lishing milk depots, not only in the mei-
ropolitan distriets but in all large
centres. If the Minister and the officers
would apply themselves to that guestion,
it would bhe found that such a system
would not cause them a pgreat deal of
trouble or expense. If action were taken
to establish depots controlled either by
the State or by the muniecipal authori-
ties, the private dairymen could deliver
their supplies to that place and the milk
could then be put through a test. In
faret, in the large centres in the Eastern
States a system similar to this, but con-
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trolled by private enterprise, did obtain.
If the Government would take this in
hand they would find it an easy matter
to cope with. That seemed fo he the
chief and only remedy for dealing effec-
tively with pure milk supply, and the
Minister for Lands might extend the pro-
posal hinted at this afterncon in tlis
direction, otherwise we would not get
mueh “for’arder’ in ile matrer. Tt
was debated on the platforn: and in the
Press, in this House, in lecture rooms,
and in debating vooms, and had hecome
quiie a stock question for people to air
their eloquence on and their sympathies
generally without anything being done.
We should do something praetieal, some-
thing in the direction he indicafed, and
that would at least be one step forward in
this very important matler.

Mp, WISDOM (Claremont}: The mem-
ber for East Perth was to be congratu-
lated on having brought up this very im-
portant wmatter. The people in the
country and membhers in the Honse did
hot realise just how important a matter
it was to the community at large. The
member for West Perth was right in say-
ing the loeal authorities were not alio-
gether to blame. The local authorities
in the Claremont dislriet did their
utmost to stop the evil of the supply of
had milk, but thetr operations were circum-
seribed to a great extenl, and they had a
great many diffieulties lo confend with.
In the first place, it was difficult to wet
a satisfactory analysis. The matter of
obtaining convictions would not he satis-
factory until there was a thoroughly in-
dependent system of analyses. A special
analyst should be appeinted by Lhe Gov-
ernment to deal with milk analyses, An-
other difficulty was to get the bench to
realise the seriousness of the offences
brought before them. The penalties im-
posed from time to time were not neatly
heavy enough. In Cottesloe the board of
health had tried to stop some glaring
cases of supplying bad milk by en-
deavouring fo refuse licenses to the
dairies concerned, but in one case the
board was informed by the Central Board
of Health that a license could not be re-
fused. If it were possible for the local
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anthorities to refuse licenses, or to void
licenses in the case of dairies proved to

have offended, it would go a long
way towards stopping the evil. The
suggestion of the member for Bu-

bury as to striking at the root of the
evil one could say little of, but one
could agree with the hon, member
that lhe most drastic steps were jns-
tifiable in a matier of this kind. Tt was
one that could be left to the Medieal
Depariment, if we could be satisfied that
the Minister controlling tlie department
realised its vital importance. So far
neither the Medieal Department nor the
Minister responsible had realised the vast
importance of the question. Tt was to
be hoped the effect of the motion would
be to bring more prominently before the
attention of the Crovernment the need for
most drastic steps to purify the milk
supply.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle}: One
had no idea the moving of this motion
would provoke such a lengthy disenssion;
but the number of members speaking to
it showed heyond all doubt that the sub-
" ject of the motion, if not the motion itself,
was one commanding the attention of
many members. It was truthfolly said
the matter of the milk supply was one of
the most diffieult phases of our food sup-
ply. Various proposals were wade from
time to time, and various attempts by
legislation and regulations, to ensure that
the milk going into ordinary eonsumption
should be c¢lean and free from disease.
Having had the opportunity of visiting
the laboratory of the Adelaide Hospital,
he hagd seen under the microscope samples
of the ordinary milk supplied throughout
Adelaide, and the samples affecied by
tubereulosis appeared to the eye the least
objectionable, though, of conrse, they were
the most dangerons, but the most disgust-
ing samples to the average onlooker were
those taken from the daily supply, and
representing the average sample of milk
carried round from day te day. The
microscope showed in almost every case an
amount of flth in the milk almost past
belief. It was to the medieal gentlemen
in the laboratory a matter of common
knowledge, and those gentlemen had set-
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tled down to the belief that it was hope-
less, under existing cireumstances, to ex-
pect any improvement in regard to the
cleanliness of milk, Efforts were made in
Adelaide, as elsewhere, to check the sup-
ply of tuberculous milk; but to keep the
milk supply clean, these gentlemen gave
assurance, was next to impossible so long
as the supply was in the hands of anyone
and everyone caring to start a dairy or
leep two or thiree eows in the town or
suburbs.  As things were now, anyone
with a few pounds, Teeling so disposed,
could by two or three cows and start
snpplying milk. He had seen some pri-
vate dairies, and would feel disposed, if
he saw many of them, not to consume any
more milk. He had seen a millkman, after
completing (lte operation of milking the
cows, deliberately wash his hands in the
milk bucket, it being apparently a com-
mon practice on the part of that milkman,
What was the vemedy for this evil com-
plained of day after day and vear afier
year? DPublic opinion was moving in the
direetion of municipal or State control of
the milk supply; and after all the years
of experimenting, and the laws passed,
and the regulations it was sought to ad-
minister, this appeared to be the only
Bolution of the diflicnlty. No doubt it
was a big project, but the question was of
snch importance as to warrant a big step
being taken, if it would only supply sowe
remedy for the very great evils the motion
referved to. One felt sympathy towards
the private milk suppliers who, in all hon-
esty, went into the dairying business and
purchased eows in good faith, and took
the ordinary precantions to get cows free
from disease and supply pure milk,
only to find by and by on an inspector’s
vigit that the eows they thonght were ¢lean
weré far from clean, and that the very
eonditions in which they carried on busi-
ness made for contamination. The only
thing that seemed possible was for the
matter to he tnken up hy some public
hody, or by the Government.

Mr, Heitmann: We expect a little more
from our experts in the Health Depart-
ment.

Mr. CARPENTER:
what they do.

I do not know
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Mr. Heitmann: They do nething;
that is what we are complaining of.

Mr. CARPENTER: It was understood
there was strong complaint about the man-
ner in which the experts bad done thzir
work; it was stated publiely that they had
gone to some dairies and been somewhat
severe, whereas with other dairies they had
been very lenient. If that was the case,
it showed still furiher how weak the pres-
ent methods were, and how necessary il
was to have some better means; but the
only true solution of the diffieulty was to
have the matter of the milk supply placed
in scientific hands, and to see that no milk
went into consumption in the cities and
big towns that was net produced under
sanitary conditions, or supplied in such
a way that there could be no danger of
eontamination. If the Government in the
Local Governing Bill to be brought down
would extend the powers of municipali-
ties, giving them the right to tackle this
question, there might possibly be some
way; some progressive councils might un-
dertake the work of supplying milk in
their own districts. The present system
was, perhaps, the most costly that could
he devised. A dozen milkmen went into
one street to supply probably two or
three dozen customers, whereas under
muanicipal control with a proper system
one man could supply the avhole street in
half the time. That would reduce the
cost of delivery and go a long way towards
paying the exira cost of the greater care
in the selection of cows and their treat-
ment in the attempt to keep them clean
and free from disease. It was, how-
ever, a matter for the future, but the dis-
cussion this afternoon should have the
effect of concentrating opinion on the
matter. If next session the hon. member
would bring forward a motion making a
practical proposal to remove the evil com-
plained of, he wonld find it largely sup-
ported.

Mr. LANDER (in reply): The Minister
for Lands was to be thanked for the as-
surance that steps would be taken in ref-
erence to the milk supply, which for 14
years he (Mr. Lander) had watched very
closely, even in regard to the supply for
the Perth Public Hospital. Three years
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since he had noticed that tubercnlons eows
were supplying milk 1o that lospital.
An inspector and he, used to vo cut at
three or four o’clock in the morning, ihe
hours ab which the evil was 2oing on.
There was practically no inspeclion at
that hour. The inspections were made
during the day-time. There was foo mnel
of the ¢ to 4 business abont the depart-
ments. If it was desired to catch a dis-
honest dairyman it was necessary to go out
at 3 o’clock in the morning, and if one
went to the dairy at that time lhe milk-
man would be found milking his tuber-
culous eows. These animals could only
be milked once a day; it did not pay to
mitk them twice hecause lhe poor things
wera in such an emaciated condition.
Moreover, they were never taken into the
dairy to be milked, the milkmen always
went out to them. The lesions which were
obtained eounld now he found deposited in
the labaratory of the Central Board of
Health. These were taken from diseased
cows after they had been destroyed, and
these were the cows which used to supply
milk to the sick and dying in the Perth
public hospital. Many diseased organs -
and bronchial glands conld be seen in the
Flealth Department’s laboratory.  Hon.
members eonld also turn up the records
of the Stock Department and lhey wonld
find that three years ago he sent away
a ecow from n private hospital in Ser-
ling-street. The nurse in that hospital
at that time declared that she did not
eare anything about the cow “so long as

Titus Lander did not get on to it.” Mu.
Piesse was laughing.
Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member

must not address another member by his
surname.

Mr. LANDER: The member for Ka-
tanning could call to mind a ease which
he (Mr. Lander} brought under his po-
tice at Katanning some time ago where a
poisoned doz and diseased stuff were Jeft
for pigs to eat, There seemed to be no
supervision whatever cven among loeal
inspectors, and unless we shook up the
Stoek Department and the Central Beard
of Health we could not hope for any
better results. With reference to tuber-
enlous cows, we in thig State should do
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what Professor Bang did in Denmark
when he was faced with a diffienlty simi-
Iar {o thai existing here. He went to the
farmers and told them that the Govern-
ment would give them tuberculin free of
cost provided that as soon as the results
from the tests were kmown the farmers
would isolate the healthy cows from the
diseased ones. What was the result?
After a few years Denmark was praeti-
cally free from tuberculous cows. In this
country we had never taken up the mat-
ter seriously,

Mr, MONGER: Was the hon. member
in order in referring to such matters when
the motion standing in his name merely
asked for a return showing the names of
certain milk vendors? The hon, member
was referring to the milk question gen-
erally,

Mr. SPEAKER: If I were to confine
an hon. member to what the motion
deals with, no discussion whatever would
be allowed. The customn has always been
lo allow some latitude, otherwise a motion
would not be moved.

Mr. LANDER: The manner in which
our diseased cows should be dealt with
was by the tuberculin test, and those which
reacted from the tests could he isolated
in the way that was done in Denmark.
The diseased cows could be destroyed, and
he would he in favour of paying compen-
sation in the manner that was done all
over the Continent and in New Zealand.
That would be only after the destruetion
had been rendered neeessary in conse-
quenece of seientific means having proved
the cows to be diseased. Tintil we took
some such action we would never be able
to get a pure milk supply. We had heard
about the microscopieal examinations re-
vealing the presence of the tnbercle hacilli
in milk, No one counld hope to find the
bacilli with a mieroscope.

Mr. Carpenter: Tou would reguite a
powerful one,

Mr. LANDER: No matter how power-
ful it could not always be found; it
was necessary to resort to biological tests.
The best way to ascertain the presence of
bacilli would be to inocalate guinea-pigs.
If we did that he gnaranteed that the
guinea-pigs would die in less than 14
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days. Another thing he wished to point
out was that we had not a pure milk sup-
ply becanse we bad not inspectors whom
we could trust. It might be remembered
that four inspectors were dismissed from
the Central Board of Health some time
back and one was taken bhefore the Perth
police court for allowing animals to eat
offal in slaughter-vards. The hon. mern-
ber for York said that he (Mr. Lander)
did not know what he was talking about.
He, however, knew sufficient for the mem-
ber for York to bring a case of plearo-
pneamonia before him.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must eonfine himself to the motion,

Myr. LANDER: This disease was al-
lowed to find its way into Victoria Park
and the records of the Stoek Department
would prove that. With these few re-
marks it was to be hoped the Minister
wonld interview some of the prominent
dairymen, men like Rome, Kinane, and
Danovan, from whom could be obtained
a correct version of the milk supply. If
the Minister did this he was sure that
prompt action would follow.

Question—put. and passed.

RETURN—-FACTORIES ACT,
BREACHES.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth) moved—
That there be laid upon the Table of

the House a return showing the member

of cases iaken before the Perth and

Fremantle Police Courts by the lady

inspector for hreaches of the Faclories

Aet.

There was no desire on his parl to deal
at any length with this question bec¢ause
he was sure the Minister in charge of the
department would receive supporl in such
a matter from the women who were work-
ing in the different industries. It was to
be hoyped that the Minister wounld induce
the inspectore to devote more time to the
inspection of industries where women
were emploved.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle} see-
onded. As the motion read it wounld not
clearly effect what the hon. member de-
sired. Tt would simply show the number
of cases, bnt what was wanted was some
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particulars of those cases, the names of
those charged. He would move an amend-
ment that in line 4 after the word “courts”
the words “with particulars of echarges
and convietions” be added.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has

seconded the motion and he cannot now
move an amendment.

Mr, CARPENTER: Some other mem-
ber might move the amendment for him
in order thal a return might be prepared
which would be of some value.

Mr. PRICE (Albany)
amendment—

That in line 4 after the word “courts”
the words “with particulars of charges
-and convictions” be added.

moved an

Mr. Lander: The addition wounld bhe
aceepted.
Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) moved a

further amendmeni—

That in line 3 after the word “Fre-
mantle” the word “Kalgoorlie” be
added.

Mr, SPEAKER: I cannol aceept the
further amendment,

Amendment (Mr. Price’s)
passed.

Question as amended agreed to.

put and

RETURN—RAILWAY WORKSHOPS,
STEEL AND IRON IMPORTED.

On  motion by Mr. SWAN (North
Perth), ordered: “Thal there be laid up-
on the Table of the House a return show-
ing:—1, The amount of cast-iron work
imported from the Eastern States, for
use of the W.A G, Railways, during the
past twelve months. 2, The amount of
cast steel wnported from the Eastern
Btates. for use on the W.A.G. Railways,
during the past (welve months. 3, The
amount of cast steel and cast iron, for
use on the W.A.¢ Railways, imporled
from European countries, during the past
twelve months, 4, Also eost of same in
each case. 5, The quantity of this class
of work made in Midland Junetion pre-
viously. 6, If any for whal reason has
the work referred to heen imported 2”
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MOTION—PERTH TRAMWAYS,
NATTONALISATION,

Mr. LEWIS (Canning) moved—

That in the opinion of this House the
Governmen! should immediately enter
into negatiations with the Pevth Tram-
way Company with 4 view to nationali-
sing the Perth tramways ot the earl-
fest possible moment.

He said: Tn submitiing this motion I feel
I ¢an do so with a wood deal of confidence.
In the Hrst place the nationalisation of
publie utilities is in accordance with the
principles and poliey of the pariy to
whieh T belong, and in my opivion there
is nothing which lends iftself more fo
natignalisalion than a tramway. Secondly,
I feel that [ ¢an claim the support of the
leader of the Opposition, and several of
the members on that side of the House,
because during the Iast election campaign
the leader of the Opposition, at Brook-
hamplon, pledged himself {o support the
nationalisation of the tramways, while
several others now in Opposition pledged
themselves in like manner. Our system
of tramways is owned by shareholders who
live in England, and whose sole desire is
to secure profits. They have no thought
whatever for the public convenience,
which witl them is quite a secondary con-
sideration. Repentedly they have been
urged to extend the system to outlying
snburbs, and urged also lo introduce sec-
tional fares, but without avail. We have
close to the City snburbs whose progress
is vetarded owing to the fact that they
hive no communication with the Ciiy,
many places that are ideal health giving
loealities, with open air spaces, wheve the
people are anxious to reside, but eannof,
owing to the ldck of communication with
the City. The company will net eoter-
tain any proposal for extension, because
while the subnrhs are developing the pro-
fits of the extenszion may remain at a
minimum. .Again, the company have al-
ways twned down the proposal for the
introduetion of seclional fares, and have
declined to listen to that proposition on
any aecounf. We cannot develop our
suburban areas under such conditions, for
it is absolutely essential to this develop-
ment that the tramways should be ex-
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tended. Seetional fares should he intre-
duced and the publie econvenience studied,
and this ean best be eariried out under
State control and Stale management. The
management and administration of the
tramways should be placed under (he
Railway Department, in the hands of a
superiniendent responsible to the Minister
for Railways. This superintendent would
supervise and manage Lhe system, and lay
down extensions without entering into un-
due competition with our railway system,
but ot the same time linking up the sub-
wrbs in a comprehensive scheme. The
New Sounth Wales traimway system is
owned by the Stidte, with the result that
the public have every facility afforded
them; in fact the New South Wales
seheme has called forth from numerous
visitors admiring teslimony of the won-
derful facilities provided for the public.
Yet those tramways have shown a hand-
some profit. We find striking examples
i regard to the difference Letween the
systems of publie and of private owner-
ship. Quite recenily difficulties have been
experienced in Melbourne, owing to the
fact that the tramway system ihere is
controlled by a private concern, whao, in
their anxiety to secure profits, have had
no regard whatever for the publie inter-
est, with the result that the Legislalure of
Vietoria found it necessary to appoint a
Koyal Commission to inquire into the
suborhan traffie.  There ave wmany im-
portunt fealures io be {nken into eon-
sideralion in a business such as this. First
of all there is the question of motive
power, and in this regard I think it will
be found that eleetricity is superseding
all other power. This Vietovian Commis-
sion went! into the question of power, and
evidence was adduced clearly demonstrar-
ing the necessity of coneentrating the
power—not only that required for the
tramway sysiem, bui also in regard lo the
railway system. The elecirification of
railways has become a burning question in
the big ciiies of Australia, and ultimately
we will find ourselves face to face with it
in Perik. Then consideration has to be
oiven to the question of publie and private
lighting. as well as to the supply of motive
power at a eheap rale for factories. Evi-
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dence was submitied to that Comnission
demonstrating the necessity of bringing
about the State power supply, and on this
point the report reads—

If a central power supply scheme is
not instiluted there will be in addition
to the installations already mentioned
two more power houses, one for the rail-
ways and one for tramways, and each
will have separate and parallel systems
of transmission lines and separate eon-
verter stations. These econsiderations.
and the faet that the eleetrification of
the suburban railways and tramways
offer a filting opportunity to place the
whole electric power supply of Mel-
bourne on a satisfactory basis, demand
serious atlention. The perpetuation of
the different standavds. the continued
use of small jsolated plants {with small
units), each of which must keep a re-
serve of power, must only lead to worse
complications and greater reiative in-
efficiency. Furthermore, no advantage
is taken of be diversity factor due to
the different loads, and the economies
resulting from a large power-house with
large-sized units. Looking to the future,
the following will be lhe principal de-
mands for elec{ric power:—1, railways;
2, tramways; 3, public and private light-
ing; 4, factories. The total electrical
power requived for Melbourne and sub-
urbs is estimated by Messrs. Merz and
MeLellan and Mr. R. P. Wilson in their
joint repori at 90,000 H.P. The use
of eleciric power in factories is only in
its initial stage in Melbourne, and
lighting lhas not vet been extended fo
its full, whilst the railways and tram-
ways use practically no power. Seeing
that the railways and tramways follow
very nearly the same roufes and that
the faclories and eleetvie lights are in
close proximily to (hose rvoutes, there
ave exceplional opportumilies for co-
ordinating the various services so that
Ihe loss in transmission and capital ex-
penditure on lines may be reduced to a
minimum. IFf the recommendations of
your Commissioners he adopied the
State will manage the railways and sup-
ply eleetric power in bulk: a tramways
trust, the tramways, and the muniei-
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palities will distribute current for
lighting and power. Furthermore, the
electrification of the tramways will en-
tail the establishment of a number of
sub-stations for converiing the high
tension current to low tension, and if
direct eurrent be used on the railways
converter stations for this purpose will
alse be reqnired, and will also be neces-
sary for the supply of ecorrent for
power and lighting. Your Commis-
sioners therefore recommend that a cen-
tral power-house be established capable
of supplying all the electric energy re-
quired by the railways. tramways, fae-
tories, and eleciric lighting of 1the
metropolis, and that the central power
house, high tension transmission lines,
and converter stations be under the con-
trol of the Railways Commissianers,
and that these three items of electrical
equipment should be located so that
they ean best supply the whole of the
services in the metropolitan area.
This is sulficient to demonstrate to the
people of the Stafe the necessity of first
of all aequiring owr tramway system,
whieh would form the nucleuz of a power
supply. As the community develops it will
be neecessary to o in for a State power
supply in order to meet the demands
thal will uliimately be made. The Mel-
bourne Tramway Company has 434 miles
of eahle, and 3%% miles of horse iram. To
give an idea of the suburban growth round
that City it might be notieed that in 1807
the receipts from the ftramways were
£507.206; in 1908 they were £545,269; in
1909 they were £365,601; in 1910 they
were £381,390, while tor the year ending
June 30th, 1911, they had risen to
£644,187. That will give some idea of the
great inevease in revenue during the last
few years in counection with the Mel-
bourne {ramway system, awd if is an oao-
doubted fact. so far as the Perth system
also is concerned, thal the revenne has
inereased considerably during the last few
years, Mr. Stoneham, speaking in Lon-
don in conneetion with the Perth trammway
syslem said—f My company have no
qualing as to the future financial position,
With 1owns of less than, say 30,000 in-
habilants, framways are always a diffi-
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enlt  proposition, but once this limit
has heen rveached the profits increase in
leaps apd bounds. This is borne out in
our own receipts for the yvear just elosing
as ecompared with 1909 (1910 heing the
vear of the strike is useless for compari-
son purposes) : 1909—cross receipts to
November 30(h, £66.732; gross profit,
£30,388;: 191—gross receipts 1o Novem-
ber 30th, £77,611; gross profit, £36,429;
estimated gross profit for 1911, £39,740.7
So that if we base our caleulalions as to
the purchase of this system on a price of
somelhing like £430.000 that profit alone
wonld provide interest and =inking fund
and {hen leave a fair margin for profit.

Mr., Allen: You would have ie spend
another £100,000.

Mr. LEWIS: That is tor the Govern-
ment to say. The hon. member for West
Perth seems to know something about it
and we will he pleased to hear him later
on. I desire that the Government and
their experts should look into this mat-
ter, and this motion jusi affirms the desir-
ahilily of the Governmenl conferring with
the company and endeavouring to arvive
at a eatisfaetory deeision in order to se-
eure this very important concession and
worl it in the interests of the people gen-
erally. The metropolitan avea requires an
up-to-date and greatly extended system,
which would immediately justify itself,
particularly if the progress of our city is
to he maintained. It is the universal ex-
perience that cheap and speedy travelling
facilities create traffiec, and there is no
one better able to increase those facilifies
than the Government. In rvegard to muni-
ctpalisation. T will read from this report
in order to show why npiionalisation is
preferable to municipalisation.  In  this
State we have many mnnieipalitiesthrough
which tramways have to rup, and these
municipalities have certain eonflicting .-
terests, with the resuit that the system is
not run in the best intevests of the people
wenerally. A eclear instance of that is
given in this report. In Melbourne the
tramway system js owned by a number of
bdies, and some of ihem have different
gauges.  lu olher eases they have a dit-
different type of car, a wider ear that will
not run oun the other lines; and, again,
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there are instances where one tramway
system stops two or three hundred yards
away from the next one, and the puhblie
bave to walk the intervening distance,
which, during lot or wet weather, is a
ereat inconvenience. These municipali-
ties wounld not link up their systems be-
cause it might eat into their profit. One
municipality is fighting the other, with
the result that some people have to travel
into Melbourne and then out again in
order to cover a very short distanee, Under
Govermuent raontrol we should have a
national systemt free of these eonflicting
interesis. The tramway system of Mel-
bhourne comprises the cable system owned
by the munieipalities represented on the
Tramways Trusl and leased to the Mel-
bourne Tramway and Omnibus Company;
the Prahvan and Malvern Electrie Tram-
way, owned and operated hy a trust ve-
presentative of these two municipalities;
the Essendon eleclric tramway. owned and
onernted hy the North Melhourne and Es-
sendan Elecivic Light and Tramway Com-
pany; the St. Kilda to Brighton Eleetric
tramway, operated by the railway commis-
stoners: -the Northeote cable tramway,
owned by the Northeote municipal couneil;
ihe Beaumauris horvse {ramway, privately
owned; the Coburg horse tramway, pri-
vately owned; and the other little systems.
These various systems show (he need of
linking wp the Perth system under one
control and management, and by placing
that eontrol under the jovernment we
shounld have greater economy in adminis-
tration. for the system eould be worked
by the Railway Department with a saper-
intendent of tramways. At the same time
lines could be constructed in such a way
that they would act as feeders to the rail-
way system, whereas under a tienieipal
system the conflicling interests would pre-
vent the public being as well served, It
is absolutely essential that extensions of
the system should be carried oul. Such
extensions would widen the area of sub-
urban populations,and nothing distributes
population betler than a tramway system.
In the indnstrial suburbs of Collingwood
and Fitzroy, in Melbourne, there are areas
whick have a population of 40 and 30 to
the acre. wihercas in other suburbs, within
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a mile of these industrial eentres there are
nndeveloped areas having a population of
only two and three to the aere. It is in-
terestine to notiee the figures as to the
death rate. The infantile mortality in
the densely populated centres of Titzroy
and Collingwood is 12.56 and 10.39 re-
spectively per 100 bicths, whilst in the
less populons distriets of Kew and Cam-
berwell, the death raie was 3.99 and 4.28
respectively, elearly showing that the hnd-
dliny of rhe community together is not
condueive to health or lo their best in-
terests. By extending the tramway sys-
tem to various localities we would give the
people an opportunity to live under free
and open conditions. They could go in
for gardening and live under their own
vines and fig trees. By carrying ont these
extensions the Government could develop
many of the suburbs around the city, and
this would resnlt in the creation of traf-
fie. In fact the report stales very clearly:
“One of the objects of tramways shounld
be the preveniion and ihe relief of the
congesiion of population by providing
cheap and speedy travelling between in-
dusivial” eentres, and suitable residential
areas. Cheap and easy communication to
the sea beaches should also be made a
feaiure of the tramway service.’” That is
the ecase with the mefropolitan area.
At  South Perth we have mag-
nifticent waler frontages, bul lhe place is
isolated and it cannot be developed owing
to the need of communication. We
have ulher places sucl as Belmont and
Bayswater which cannot he developed

owing to lack of proper communi-
cation with the City, and, al-
though the tramway company have
on many oceasions been asked to

extend their system, they would not do
so because in the process of developing
ihese suburbhs iheir profits would diminish
for the time being, Tf the Government
were to obtain eontrol of the sysiem these
extensions woald be carried out, and they
would reap the beneflit. Ll is not neces-
sary for me to quote tlie enormous re-
ceipls and profils which the tramway com-
panies receive. [ think T have sald sufB-
cient to demonstrate the necessity of the
ffovernment earnestly entering into this
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matter, and I feel certain that, once the
nationalizalion is brought about, it will
afford great benefits to the metropolitan
aréa, and the system will prove a source
of revenue and a valuable assel 10 the
State. [ venture fo predict thai if the
Government briny aboui the nationalisa-
tion of the tramway svstem, the people
will say, *“Well done, thou good and faith-
ful servant; thon hast heen faithful in few
things, we will make thee ruler over
many.” Wherever we o to-day we hear
eomplaints about the system as being
unsatisfactory; the service is not frequent
and the people have to pay for a short
ride the same monex as for a lony one
By allowing the people to pay aceording
to the length of their ride we would popu-
lavise the system, bring about the develoyp-
ment of the City and suburbs, and eonfer
a benefit on the community generally. I
shonld like to have this question discussed
and T feel certain that the motion will he
earried.

On molion by Mr. Dwyer, debate ad-
journed.

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING.

1, Agricultural Bank Act Amendment.
2, Shearers’ Accommodation.

3, Totalisator Regulation.

Transmitted to the Legislative Couneil.

BILL—WORKERS’' HOMES.
Recommitial.

On motion by the Minister for Lands,
Bill recommitted for further eonsidera-
tion.

Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.
Schedule to come.

Schedule:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In
accordance with the Premier’s promise to
consider the gquestion of the provision for
sinking fund, he moved an amendment—

That in Subclause 5 the following be

inserted to stand as paragraph 31—

“Except as herein provided it shall not

be necesgary to contribute lo any sink-
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ing fund in respect to debenturegs issued

under the authority of this Act.”
There was provision for the repayment
of debentures from the amounts deposited
with the board from time io time. There
was no need for a sinking fund. This
was an amendment suggesied by the
Crown Solicitor in aceordance with the
promise given by the Premier.

Mr. MITCHELL: There was no ob-
jection to the amendment. It apparently
followed the provisions laid down in the
Agriculiural Bank Act that the repayment
of moneys advanced was pooled to re-
deem debeninres, so that there was no
need for a sinking fund.

Amendment put and passed;
scliednle as amended agreed to.

Bill reported with a further amendment,
and the report adopted.

the

BILL—TRANSCONTINENTAL
WAY.

Report of Committee adopted.

RAIL-

{The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVE
REDEDICATION,

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 7th December.

Mr. FRBANK WILSON (Sussex):
Whilst I approve, and the Government of
whieh T was the head approved, slrongly
of seleeting a site and sefting aside land
for the purpose of a consumptives’ home,
after examination of the plan showing the
national park T am doubtful whether it
iz the best site that eould be selected for
the purpose. Tt is a good site nndoubtedly,
but it appears to me it is a site that
onglt to be reserved for all iime for the
purpose for which it was originally set
apart. The Iale Governmenl appointed
a board consisting of Dr. Hope, the Chief
Medical Officer, Mr. Despeissis and the
Surveyor (Jeneral to examine any suitable
Crown lands available and report, but up
to the present I am not aware thaf they
have sent in any report to the Govern-
ment. Certainly they did not dao
s0 up to the time we went
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ont of  office. T notice in the
papers the Minister for Lands was good
enough to allow me to sight yesterday,
that Dr. Hope has sent in a recommenda-
tion on his own, and bhe recommends,
naturally very strongly, that this national
park should be utilised for the purpose.
Whether it is intended to take a portion
of the national park or the whole I know
not—probably a pertion only would be in
the Minister’s mind—but whether it be a
portion or whether it be the whole of the
national park, it seems to me equally ob-
jectionable from the publie standpeint.
There are objections which strike one at
once to this land being utilised for the
purpose. First of all we have (o look
to the future: and anyone knowing how
the metropolitan avea has extended and
how the population has increased during
the past 10 or 15 years will realise that
within the next 10 or 15 years we ought to
have an immense population extending
from Midland Junetion to Fremantle, in-
deed extending beyond Midland Junetion
up towards the foot of the Darling Ranges,
whiel iz quite elose np where this national
park is situated. T think it would be a
great pity indeed if we should do any-
thing at the present juneture to deprive
the future generations of their national
heritage in this respect. The time will
come—we perhaps do not see it now—
when we shall require all the open spaces
of this deseription. We will not only
want the usunal reserves that are provided
by all loeal and munieipal anthorities for
the purpose of the public generally, bai
we shall require large areas of land per-
manently remaining open for the use
of the people generally, and therefore I
am inclined to  think that the
Bil is  objectionable from  that
standpoint. Tf that were . the only
standpeint we would be justified
in refusing to allow this park to be util-
ised for the purpose. But then I wonld
like to point out that the land adjacent to
the national park is fairly closely seftled
already; there are nambers of small home-
steads all around it.

Mr. O’Loghlen: TWhat iz the area of
the park?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: About 3,300
aeres. O course it is objectionable to
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establish a home of this descripiion in
the centre of a distriet which is going lo
be comparatively densely populated in the
near future. Then I remember we had a
report in regard to future water supplies
for lhe metropolitan area, and the engi-
neers who had the matier in hand re-
ported pretty strongly tbat the Govern-
ment would be wise io set aside, and re-
serve, all catehments in the Darling
Ranges within a reasonable distanece of
the Cily, And I believe {hal through this
national park runs a considerable, if not
the main, brook in the districi, and that
il is one of the ploces reporied upon as
a probable additionnl catchment area to
be utilised as the years go by. At any
vale, even if that be not so, we still must
have every care, and remember that the
park is drained by gullies and brooks into
the river Swan; indeed I believe the main
brook runs right down to the town of Mid-
land Junction itself. Again there is &
gerious objection to establishing a home
of this deseriplion on flowing water which
may Dbe required for domestic purposes
and which, in any case, drains inte the
centres of population. [i may be argued
that we have no other land available. If
that were tvue we would be justified in
seriously considering the selting apart of
a portion of this land for the purpase.
Because T do not wish it lo be thought
that T am avguing against the making «f
proper provision for these poor unfortn-
e  people suffering from the dread
disease consumption; indeed. I think it
s our desive te, as soon as possible, make
jrropet provision for their comfort and to
ensnre -for them a chanece of recovery.
But we have plenty of land available, aud
I cannot help thinking that it is nol
necessary to have a home of this deserip-
tion immediately adjoining our populous
centres. or so close at any rate as is this
national park to the metropolitan area,
with its dense populatien. Ii seems to me
it is not like a surgical hospital, where
surgeons have to be available at a
moment’s notice. A consumptive home is
« thing rather for rhe permanent residence
of the patients and of the medieal officer
in charge of them, as at the establishment
at Conlgardie. Therefore it appears to
me il does not malter whether this home
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be within 10, 15, or 30 wiles of the eapi-
tal eity; indeed it is rather preferable
that it should be sorae distance away than
so adjaceni as this national park is 1o
the City. I would suggest to the Govern-
ment that they eall upon (his beard, cr
some other noard, for a fnrther report,
and especially that they gel =some repori
of the Whitby Falls institution. For
some time I bave had it in my mind 1hat
the estatz was vot required any longar
for the purposes of an asyium for lue
insane. Seeing the additions that have
been made at Claremant, this instituiion
at Whithy might wall be utilised as a
consampiives’ home, and might Hve got
infe pnervation immediately. 1 do nof
know from personal knowledge what ihat
Idace is utilised for just now, whether
there are sti'l yalients there; bat at any
rate, if there are, it appears to me they
could be cleared out and removed to Clare-
mont at short notice, without ineon-
venience to themselves, and that this
Whitby Falls institution eouid he brought
into full swing as a home for tliese con-
sumptive pafients,

The Minister for Lands: 1We have it in
view for another purpose.

Mr. FRANK WILSOXN: T was oot
aware of that. I do nol know what is
in the Minister’s mind, but it struck me
that the Whiithy Falls institution would
be a eapital place for this jurpose. Nol
only wonld you have the establishment
ready to be utilised almost immediately,
hut there is agrienltural land adjoining
the property, and everyone knows that,
especially in regard to the treatment of
patient= in a home, if the disease can be
stayed, it is half the battle to have them
properly and happily employed. TIf you
have agriculfural land surronnding your
institution you can have little gardens for
the patients, and some fruit-growing, and
general farming work, by participation in
which they are made very much happier,
& condition which goes a long way to-
wards rendering the cuvative treatment
permanently beneficial. I hope the Mia-
ister for Lands will wot think I am op-
posing the Bill simply for the sake vl
opposition. T feel strongly that when
we have once set aside a national park of
this extent, so close to our large eentres
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of population, it would be unwise for ws
to divert it, more especially to a purpose
of this description, which can be so easily
and, T contend., better cnfered for else-
where.

Mr. 0’LOGHLEN (Forrest): I might
be inclined to support the view of the
leader of the Opposition if he were to
suggest any  other loeality where we
niight establish this home. He bhas
thrown out n suggestion in vegard to the
Whithy Falls institution, whieh might he
utilised for the purpose, and possibly the
Minister ean give us some information ns
to whetler there is any chance at all of
making use of that institution.

My, Frauk Wilson: You have the whole
of the Darling Ranges before you.

Me. O'LOGHLEN: But the whole of
the Darling Ranges has to supply all par-
poses for all time, nalthough when we
want mere national parks it will not be
a diffieult matter to find a suitable area
in the Darling Range. I have a good
deal of svmpathy with the leadey of the
Opposition when he speaks of keeping
these breathing spaces for future popula-
tion, and if I thought there was any
danger I would he prepared to follow himn
in his objection. But, knowing the Miu-
ister for Lands, who introduced the Bill.
to be one who has ever and always stood
out for the reservation of space« for the
people’s benefit, T have every confidenee
in him. Year after year when auy pro-
posals have been made to tamper with
the reserves, the present Minister for
Lands has stood out against it.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Then he has gone
back on his views.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T venture tn say
he has not gone back without very good
grounds. 1t would bhe possible for the
Minister to refer the report hack ton the
board, but I assume tbe board have
taken into consideration every available
site.

Mr. Frank Wilson: The board has nol
reported yet. The report is merely by
by Doctor Hope.

Mr. ’LOGHLEN: Well, even if that be
so, I assume that before recommending
this site for a consumptives’ home, Dor-
tor Hope took into eonsideration the fact
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that there would be some opposition to
culling up the national park for the
purpose, All 1 want to see is that the
matter be dealt with expeditiously, I
waitt to see better provision made for
those unfortunate people. During the
last few weeks I have met several of
them in Perth. ‘Their position is prae-
tieally hopeless, they have heen through
the sanatorium and discharged. and are
secking light work io do. Their stories
are pitiful, while their prospects arve of
the gloomiest. They are unable to tackle
heavy work, and I think some provision
should be made for them in the hills,
in order to give them a chance of living
the remaining period of their lives, how-
ever short, in better surroundings, T
wonld support the view of the leader ot
the Opposition if the Bill had been in
trostueed by any other Minister, but as it
comes from the Minister for Lands, and
as [ know that for many vears that hon.
gentleman has stood out against any-
thing that wounld to any extent militate
against the interests of the people of the
futwe In regards to our parks, I am
prepared to display confidence in his pro-
posal. Thervefore, I shall support the
Government in the determination they
have taken to allocate a portion of this
pack for the consumptives’ home.

Mr. E. B. JOONSTON (Williams-Nar-
rogin): I deem it my duty to very stren-
uously oppose this measure. It is the first
time I have found myself in disagreement
with the Government. This time I must
say T think a very great mistake is
heing made in secking to alter the pur-
pose of the national park. As far as [
know. this is the only nalional park we
have in Western Australia oulside the
King’s Park. At all events it is the only
nafignal park anywhere near the met-
ropolitan area, and in view of the repn-
tation the Minister for Lands enjoys of
being a gentleman who wishes to retain
to the people their public reserves, T am
surprised that he should be father-
ing this measore, and this, so far
as the file discloses, on fhe sole
recommendation of Doctor Hope. The
member for Forrest veferred to the
fact of Mr. Bath’s supporting the measure
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as being the reason why he also was
prepared to support it, but I would point
out that ihe Minister for Lands did not
tell us he has seen the reserve, nor did he
tell us that he believed personally in tak-
ing it away from the people. I knew this
national park pretty well from end to
end, It begins wilhin four miles of Mid-
land Junetion and. as the leader of the
Oprosition has pointed out, all avound it
to-day people are establishing homes for
themselves. The Government of the past
deserved great eredit for the foresight
they displayed in setling this area apart
and dedicaling it for the use of the people
for ever. I believe it is one of the most
beautiful parts of the Darling Ranges.
and when we look nt the maps of the dis-
triets adjoining Perth we can see only too
little of the Darling Ranges seb
apart for the use of the people. Unfor-
tunately, most of our areas in the hills
liave been sold, except that which is locked
up for the Mundaring Water Supply and
the Perth Water Supply. [ think a very
great mislake would be mxde to alienate
from the use of the peopls this national
park. Tt has very beauntiiully timbered
valleys. and the large rocks and houlders
all throngh it are a special feature to
view, but I do not thirk the land is
mueh good for agricultural purposes and
for a home of the kind it is proposed to
establish on it. I would like to peint out
that the people of the metropolitan area
have several splendid reserves set apart
for their use. We have the King's
Park, the reserves adjoining the ocean
heach at Cottesloe, the splendid plea-
sure gronnds along the Swan, and we
have the national park near Swan View,
Why should the people be robbed of one
of the pleasure grounds in the way pro-
posed by the measure?  These are the
playgrounds set apart for the people of
the metropelitan area and for the people
of this great city of Perth for all time,
and we have no right, sitting in this
Chamber, and in this early stage of our
history as a country, o take away one of
these national playzrounds. I regret the
Government should desire to vob the peo-
ple of this State, and the unborn genera-
tions to come after us, of this playground.
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I say unhesitatingly this is a measure that
seeks to rob the people of Western Aus-
tralia, and the metropolitan area in par-
ticular, of one of their beautiful play-
grounds. It may be that this particular
veserve is not at present as much used as
others are, but when the metropolitan area
heeomes more closely settled 1 am sure it
will be one of our most popular holiday

vesorts. In past years I bave seen
several bundveds of people on a
pubiie holiday picnicing on this re-

serve in the spring time; the flowers
there are beautiful, and it is a place
that people enjoy pienteing on. This
park takes in the area of land from Swan
View fo Parkerville, and crosses almost
to the Smith’s Mill railway line; the main
York road runs right through ir. It
is also served by two railways, therefore
it is very accessible to the people of the
mefropolitan area as a pienic ground. 1
think many members travelling to and
from Northam must have often looked out
from the train over this ground, and
looked at the waterfall near Swan View,
and admired the scene there, and I am
sure everyone of these will regret that the
beautiful trees will probably be ring-

barked if this measure becomezs law,
Apart from that, as I said before
the land iz mostly of a gravelly

naiure; there are very big rocky boulders

throughout, and I do not think it is a

suitable place for gardening. A far more

suitable place could be found for a home

for the unfortunate afflicted persons.
Mr. O’Loghlen: Where ¢

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: We can buy
one, if necessary. This park is a lung to
the melropolitan area, and I hope it will
be velained for the unborn generations
who will live in the metropolitan area
long after we are dead and gone. I say
the toilers in every factory and shop. in
every warehouse, and in every office
in the eity of Perth, are interested
in seeing ihis park kept for those who are
here to-day and also for the benefit of
those coming afterwards. 1 hope the
House will take the view that it is our
duty to retain this reserve for the
~nurpose for which it was set apart
very long ago namely, a national
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park. In summer there is a far cooler
and mwove invigorating atwosphere in
the hills than in the City, and I had hoped
some day to see the Government building
an accorymodation house in that part and
encouraging the people of the City to use
it, instead of divecting the park from iis
present purpose, ln opposing this partien-
lar measure I do not wish to be aceused of
auy lack of sympathy with the people
suffering from tuberculosis; on the other
hand, T would be prepared to support a
measure for the expenditure of £10,000,
if sueh o sum were necessary, to purchase
a site that would be of far more use to
the afflicled people than the site proposed
in the measure is. I think land should be
purchased for the consumptives’ home,
rather than that the Government should
seekk lo lake the national park away
from the people. T believe at Whil-
by Falls the land is far better. There
may be an objection to that site, but I
am not aware of it. I rather admire and
appreciate the large heart of the Minis
ter for Lands in bringing the Bill for-
ward. I am sure he has thought of the
people suffering and I am suve that in
his svmpathy for them he has forgotten

the necessities of the metropolitan
area in regard to keeping the na-
tional park for the purposes for which it

was set apart in the first place. In our
desire to help this unfortunate section of
suffering humanity we can make a mis-
take, and I bhope an ivepurable mis-

take will not he made by giving
them this park., Yesterday I looked
through the file in reference to fhis

proposal, and I notice that a site near
Chidlow’s Well was suggested to the
Commissioner of Railways, and the only
objection to that site that the file dis-
closes is that the water in a re-
servolr at Clidlow’s Well might pos-
sibly be contaminated, and that the
people drinking their {ea at the rail-
way refreshment rooms at Chidlow’s Well
might be subject to infection if the home
were established on that site. That ob-
jection 1s a very frivolous one, hecause,
as members all know, the Coolgardie
Water Supply main is at Chidlow’s Weill
and (he railway refresliment rooms can
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he served from that source, instead of
from the vreservoir. There is ab-
solutely nelling in the objection that the
Commissioner raised on the file as to the
site at Chidlow’s Well being set apart
for the hame. T am sure the House might

well take into consderation the advisa-
bility of puiting the conzumptives’
home on that site. If, however,

there is uny fear of infection through
the establislunent of the home, I
would like to point out that the people
of the metropolitan area are going to
suffer if the home is to be in the na-
tional park, because the gullies that run
through the national park, and run for
a considerable pari of the year,
run  tlhrongh  Jane Brook io  Mid-
land Junetion, oand thns into the
Swan  viver.  The Swan river runs
throngh Perth and Fremantle, and
if there is any danger of infeetion through
the establishment of the home it is by
putting it on the natienal park where the
drainage from the home will 1un through
the most densely populated area in West-
ern Anstralia, namely, the metropolitan
area from AMidlimd Junction Lo Fremantle,
This is a phase of the question
which ought to be taken into ecounsdera-
tion, but the main grounds on which I
strongly oppose the Bill is that I believe
the park is required as a public park for
the uses of the people of the metropolitan
area for all iime to eome.

Mr. TURVEY (Swan): I rise to sup-
port the Bill, and in doing so may I be
permitted to say that the greater part of
this park which it is proposed to =et aside
as a sanatorium is embraced in the elec-
torate which T represent; and knoewing
the park. and the area set aside, and the
loeality so well. I have not the slightest
hesitation in saying here that T believe
it is one of the best spots procurable in
Western Australia for the establishment
of a sanatorinm for such a purpese. And
helieving that, and knowing the hundreds
who are suffering from tlus dreaded
seourge. and knowing the desirability of
giving to these poor unfortunate sufferers
all the relief we possibly can, I believe
that the Medieal Department should be
assisted in every possible way by giving
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to them the necessary land to establish a
sanatorium. The Medical Department for
years past have been {rying to secure a
sulficient area in a suitable distriet for the
establishment of a sanatorium, but evi-
dently withowt avail, and on the recom-
mendation of ihe medieal officers they
have now «ecided (o utilise this
national park. There is one thing I re-
gret, and that is that so far it has not
definitely been announced what portion
of the national park it is proposed to set
aside; or I should say in what porlion of
the park it is proposed to build the sanma-
torium. That, to my mind—and speaking
wilth a thovongh knowledge of this par-
tieular park—is one of thie most important
suggestions in regard to the establishment
of a sanatorium. The member for Wil-
lams-Narrogin has poinied out the possi-
bilify of (he contamination of the water
going through the park and along Jane
Brook, whieh flows eventually into the
Swan River. The possibilily of contami-
nafion or olherwise depends, to a great
measure, on fhe pesition in whieh they
propoze to establish the srnaterium. It
is all very well 1o say this is in the centre
of a thiékly populated distriet, but I
would tell members it would take days
and days to travel over this partienlar
park; in fact, I venture to assert the best
possible portion of the part for the estab-
lishment of a santorium has very, very
infrequently been trodden by the foot of
man, and I am sure that in order to pick
oul n suitable site it would be necessary
for the experts connected with the Medi-
cal Department, and, T take it, the Survey
Department, to traverse this park on foot.
The York road travels through portion of
the park, the Eastern Goldfields railway
also, and as far as T ean ascertain from
the Medieal Department the proposal at

the present time is to establish a
building on the sife between the
York road and the (unnel. T took
the trouble to visit that partieular

spot last Menday in company with the
constzble for the district; and T can say
that the view from ibat partievlar point
is one of the brichtest that ever T have
seen in my life and one of the finest pano-
ramic views that one eould wish to bebold.
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So far as national parks for recreation
purposes are concerned there are plenty
of spots on the Darling Ranges. There
are 17,000 acres between Smith's Mill
and Mahogany Creek.

Mr. Frank Wilson: You would not have
this place on a eatchment area?

Mr. TURVEY : This is not a catchment
area,

Mr. Frank Wilson: It will be some day.

Mr. TCRVEY: Has the honourable
member been over it?

My. Frank Wilson: No.

Mr. TURVEY: I am speaking with a
fair knowledge of that particular part,
and 1 say ihat it is not in the catchment
area and theve is no drainage towards the
catehment. The drainage from the spot
proposed goes towards the railway tunnel.
Reference has been made to the possibility
of contamination. May I say that so far
as the hills distriet is concerned it surely
is well known to members that not only
City doctors but the medical fraternity
generally advise their patients who are
suffering from this dread seourge to go
into the hills distriet, and I can =ay from
the knowledge of having lived in the
hills distriet for a number of years I have
seen some remarkable c¢nres effected
through patients having gone up to
the higher atmosplere of the Dar-
ling Ranges, and these have been
cases which were apparently in a
hopeless slate. Is it not infinitely
better that those cases should be con-
gregated logether under proper super-
vision in a properly equipped sanatorium ?
The position at the present time is that
these people are senl into the townships
in the hills disirict without any medical
supervision, and consequently there is a
far greater possibility of contaminaiion
or infection in that way. 8o far as the
(oolgardie sanalorinm is concerned the
report of the medical officer of that insti-
tution bears oul the faet that it is so far
from the City that it is almest impossible
to transport people there, and it is alto-
gether too costly, and the Medical De-
partment have been clamouring for some
years for the establishment of a suitable
sanalorinm in the hills disiviet, Mention
has been made by the leader of the Oppo-
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sition of the question of taking some othev
site. T think he referred to Whitby Falls,
while other sites have been spoken of by
other members. The simple fact, however,
remains that for years past the Medical
Department have been endeavouring to
secure a suitable site, and 1 am sure the
Minister for Lands would not accede to
the giving away of this national park un-
less he was absolutely convinced that all
efforts in the past to secure a suitable site
had proved fruitless. There is one matter
which I think should be taken into con-
sideration in cormection with the establish-
ment of this sanatorium, and it is that at
the present time there is no water supply
there. This is a matter on which I think
ilte Minister might give some information.
At the site proposed near Chidlow’s
Well, there is an adequate supply already
provided, but if the sanatorium is to be
established in the national park whe'a
there is at present no water supply I thini
it would be well for the Minister to give
some information as to what is proposed
in this direetion. Reference has been made
fo the faet that it is necessary to keep
this park as a playground for our child-
ren. May I point out te hon, members wh.
perhaps are not acquainted with the dis-
triet that there are thousands and thon-
sands of acres already locked up which
eould he used for that purpose, but which
cannot be used for the establishment of a
eonsumptives saratorinm.
My, E. B. Johuston: Where ave they?

Mr. TURVEY: At Mundaring, Smith’s
Mill, Mahongany Creek, and Kalamunda.

Mr. Mitehell: It is all catchment area.

Mr. TURVEY: Supplementary catch-
ment aren. T believe it is the intention of
this Government to establish a reservoir
somewhere in the Canning to supply the
mefropolitan distriet or give a sufficient
water supply to the metropolitan area,
and as soon as that is decided on T take
it that this supplementary catchment arz-
can be given up. This is below the pre-
sent weir. However, with the knowledge
that patients have gone into the distriet,
and of the eures which have been effected
i the cases of some of those nnfortunate
sufferers by living in the hills distriet,
and also with the knowledge that in the
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case of the patients who go up there at
the present time practieally no precau-
tions are faken to prevent infeetion, I
say it wounld be far better if those
people had an opportunity of goiug
into a properly established sanatori-
um  where they wounld receive the
benefit of the bracing atmosphere of
the hills and also receive that proper
treatment for their partienlar complaint
which they can only receive ut a sana-
torium. I bave not ihe slightest doubt
that it is not the intention of the Medical
Department to establish a bhome in close
proximity to neighbouring townships.
Even if it were so I have sufficient faith
in the Medica! Department to know that
they would take every precaution to pre-
vent the spread of the disease by those
people mixing with others. As I have said
before, having a knowledge of the dis-
triet and of the particular site where I
believe it 15 proposed to establish a sana-
torium I have much pleasure in support-
ing the measure, believing as 1 do thai
the site chosen is one of the finest tha!
could possibly be secured in Western Auns-
tralia for such an institution,

Mr. FOLEY (Mount Leonora): Speak-
ing to this ¢question now before the Cham-
ber as one of an Assembly who I believe
have taken & deep interest in the question
under review, I think that a good purpose
would be served if members had an op-
portunity of visiting this site which has
been proposed by the Minisler for Lands.
Medical opinion has been obtained by the
Minister as to this being a pood site or
otherwise. Following on thal we have the
opinion of hon. members who said that
they knew well the distriet mentioned. As
one who wishes to do something for the
people suffering from the dread disease,
consumption, T think the Chamber in
order to cast an intelligent vote should
take an opportunity of visiting this
place. T think it is the desire of every
member present to do something for these
people, and if the course I have suggested
is adopted we will be able to east an intel-
Ligent vote. We shall not be able to do
that unless we undersland Lhoroughly the
geographical position of the site.

Mr. DWYER (Perth): It seems to ‘ie
that this Bill gives us a very small
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amount of information and the infor-
mation it does give seems to be contra-
dieted hy some hon. members who appear
to know more than is set forth in the Bill
itgelf. The Bill states that the whole of
this large resort, the national park, econ-
taining 3,200 acres should be set aside for
other purposes ; Lhe member for Swan
states it is only intended to set aside a
small portion though he advoeates if nee-
cessary the setting aside of the whole
area.

Mr. Turvey: I said that only a small
part of the reserve need necessarily be
used for the establishing of a sanatorium.
that is between York road and the tunnel.

Mr. DWYER: The hon. member has
made an explanation but it does not
alter the fact that while he says a small
portion is to be set aside for the actual
building, it of cowrse goes without say-
ing that this Bill says that the whole of
the reserve without any restriction is to
be set apart for the specific purposes of
the consumptives home and that Cthe
people in the metropolitan districts from
Midland Junction to Fremantle are to
be deprived for ever of this national
park to which they have looked forward
i the same senge as the national park
outside Sydney is locked forward to by
the residents of that eity. If it were
an absolute necessity and if it were a
question of no choice at all, in the name
of common huwmanity and for the sake of
the people affiicted with consumption, I
thiuk we would give way, but there has
been nn argument adduced here that
other sites cannot be preewred; nothing
has been advanced io show that it has
been necessary to strip from lhe people
this heritage of tbeirs, and not a single
argument has been adduced to show
where the absolute necessily arvises. 1
am sure every member in this House
sympathises  unstintedly  with  these
people whe have been afflicted with con-
sumplion, or who are in Lhe early stazes
of it, and nothing would please us more
than t{o see a sanatorium or sanatoria in
proper and snitable places ; bnt therve
is the other question that we must not
infliet a hardship upon those who also have
interests at stake. I understand that the
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selection of this site has been made by oue
gentleman, Dr. Hope. DBefore I would
be prepared to say that one aere of this
national park should be set -aside, not
only would I like to see Dr. Hope’s
opinion, but I would like to see tHe
opinions of many other medical men and
the opinions of our water supply engineers
in order to learn what bearving the placing
of the iustitution on this site would have
on the future source of water supply in
Perth. Tf there is the least possibility of
contamination and the spread of this dis-
enxse through contamination, it wonld
indeed be wicked of us to pass this
meoasure, and I do not know, and I have
not been informed whether the engineers
for water sapply, oor authoritative offi-
cers, have been in any way consulted o
whether we have any reports as to the
probable effect of the reservation of this
site for the purposes set forth in the
Bill.  There is another reasou that
should make us consider well before this
Bill is passed. I think that the proper
sanatorium should be such a one as
would combine, if possible, two qualifi-
cations—first of all, a climate suitable
for the cure of eonsumption, or, at any
rate, for stopping ifs ravages, and,
secondly, a place where those who are
affiicted with the disease ean gain a know-
ledge and experienee in agrienlture or
agronomy of some kind or deseription.
The member for Williams-Narrogin statad
that he had been over this ground, an
could speak with authority as to the soil
and general geographical appearance, and
he assured the House that it is vot suit-
able for agricultural purposes

[Mr, Speaker vesumed the Chair.)

Mr. E. B. Johnston :
patches.

Mr Turevey: It ts suitable for horti-
culture.

My, DWYER: If it is not suitable for
the one, it cannot be suitable for the
olber. The place where we establish our
sanatorium should be one where peopls
from the goldfields could not only gef
cured, but also gain a knowledge of ag-
ricuitore that will be useful to them on

Except in small
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the farms which many of them may
after they are cured acquire in ofher
parts of the State. If it is only suit-
able in small patehes for agriculiuve,
it will not achieve the objeet which we
have in view in ereating this sanatorium.
I think, therefore, in order that this
House may have the fullest possible ia-
formation on the point, and in order also
ihat the intentions of the member for Leu-
nora may be carried out, it would be ad-
visuble to refer this Bill to a seleet com-
miitee, which would have the right 1o
call evidence, not only from Dr. Hopa,
but from the engineers for water supply,
the residents in the distrviet, and anyone
else who is interested. The evidenee so
collected could be sobmitled to the
House before they decide on this final
and serious step of taking from the
people the grand mnational inheritanze
whieh they and future generaiions have
every right to look forward to. 1f we
can supply a place for a sanatorinm—
and I have no doubt that it will be pos-
sible, even if it is further away from
Perth—which will combine altitude with
proper soil for agriculture, we will be
meeting the requirements of the com-
muhnity in this respect much better than
by rededicating this national park. Bu!
if, on the other hand, another suitable
site eannot be obtained, and the rededica-
tion of this park is the only course open,
then, and only as a final resort, should we
take away this grand national heritage of
Lhe people.

Mr. MITCHELL (Northam) : I should
like to point out that there has bheen no
very exhauslive inquiry inlo the question
of a site. We have in this State many
hundreds of thousands of aeres that would
be quite as suitable lor the purpose as
this naiional park. De. Hope, it is true,
favours this site, and T confess that at
one time I was of opinion that we would
have to make use of ii, but afier inquiry
I camme to lhe conelusion thal this park
shonld not be laken away from the peo-
ple. but should remain a park for all
time. It is easy to find sites suitable in
every respect for the purpose of this
sanatorinm.

Mr. Turvey: Where are they?
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Mr. MITCHELL: In Western Austra-
lia. The hon. member thinks the whele
world centres in ‘his electorate. Pro-
bably we should find a very suitable spot
on the Jarrahdale timber concession, on
land that helongs to the Crown and could
be taken over from the present lessees.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, at the
price they ask for if.

Mr. MITCHELL: No. Ithink we have
power to resnme eut-out land; at any rate
I am pevfectly certain that no opposition
would be offered by Millars’ company io
the reswmption of cut-out land for a pur-
pose of this sort.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That is not the reply
you gave to me.

Mr, MITCHELL: It seems to me that
we should not decide on this measure with
the very meagre information which has
been supplied to us. The late Colonial
Secretary, who had charge of medical
matters, appointed a board of inquiry,
but this board have never reported, for
the reason, I think, that the members of
it have been too busy in other ways, There
is no reason why we should not have
further inquiry and report. I would sug-
gest to the Minister for Lands that le
shonld withdraw this measure, and that
he should set afoot some form of inguiry
by his departmenlal officers, There is ne
need at all for a select committee; it is
just a queslion of getting the best 51te for
this purpose, and ha.vmn' got the site of
setting it nside and placing it under ‘be
Colonial Treasurer in order that the treat-
ment of consumption may be provided for.
No member will object to any site if it is
the most suitable, no matter for what
purpose it may be now held. It is of the
utmost importance that consumption
should be combatted. Of ecourse, this
disease attacks people all the world over,
but Wastern Awstralia is supposed ro pro-
vide opportunitiezs for eure which coun-
tries with less favourable climates do not
provide, Dr. Hope's idea was that we
should have not less than 3.000 acres, s0
that there should be ample space to pro-
vide for the various stages of the diseass,
and my own idea was to encourage agri-
culture in this area. It was thought that
if a man had means he should be allowed
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to rent a cottage if he so desired, and live
lo some extent apart, and with an ample
area that would be possible, ~Where
people are in a position to pay the full
expenses, the fallest opporiunity should he
given to them. T am cerfainly of opinion
thai between Perth and Bunbury there
must be awmple space of Crown lands
available, and until the Minister assurus
ns that the officials cannot find aoother
suifable site we should not agree to this
proposal. It is true that Perth is also-
gether inadequately supplied with paris,
and for that reason the purposes of this
rveserve should not be changed. Tt is not
a queslion of giving up a few acres, but
of giving up the whole reserve, and it
would be almost a scandal for this Honse
to acquiesce in the couversion of the park
to a purpese other than that for which it
is at present dedieated. I therefore ask
the Minister for Lands to make full iu-
quiry, e€ven though, with the majority
behind him, he iz able fo pass this
measure.

The Minister for Lands: What is the
use of talking in that way when yum
have just heard some of our members
speaking againsl the Bill?

Mr. MITCHELL: T heard two members
speaking agnmst it, but you have siill
got 32

The Minister for Lands: What is .he
use of talking in a silly fashion like thar?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
Minister must noi reflect on the Lon. mem-
ber.

Mr. MITCHELL: The Minister for
Lands may know how his members are
going to vote, and it is ahsurd for him /n
say that he does not. The Government
wonld not hring down a measure unless
they thoughi that members on their side
were going to support il. 1 hope the Min-
ister will gtve an assurance thai if the
measure is earrted be will canse full and
eareful inquiry to be made, thal suitable
land will he searcbed for, and if that
suitable land is found in some other
locality it will be used, notwilhstanding
that the House may have agreed lo this
measure.

Mr. MOXNSIE (Hannans): [ do not
intend lo oveupy the attention of the
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House long is discussing this Bill, but
there are just one or two matfers that 1
shonld like to say a few words on. In
the first place, let me say that there has
been no argument adduced, to my satis-
faetion at all events, to make me even
consider voling against this Bill. T was
rather surprised to hear the arguments
adduced by the member for Northam,
when he stated that there is any amount of
suitable {and in Western Australia that
could be procured for the purpose for
which the Minister for Lands wishes to
have this park, namely, the building of a
sanatorium for the ftreatmeni of econ-
sumptives. I remember that for the last
six years al least, not only once but on
fully a dozen different oceasions, have re-
solutions been carried by important bodies
in this State and forwarded to the late
Government, of which the hon. member
was one, asking that they should use their
best endeavours to, at the earliest oppor-
tunity, proceed with the erection of a
sanatorium for the treatment of consump-
tives, To-day the hon. member contends
that there is any amount of suitable land
available. 'We have the present Minister
for Lands introdueing Lhis Bill with the
object of *giving us what the people of
Western Australia have been looking for
during the last six or seven years, a pro-
per sanatorium in a good locality for the
efficient ireatment of this disease. It
seems remarkable to me that if there was
so munch land available for a sanatorium
the member for Northam did not use his
influence when he was a Minister, in set-
ting npart sowe land for the establishment
of this necessary instituiion. The very
aclions of the Minister speak londer than
words. He either could not get a suitable
site for the sanalorium, ¢r worse than that
he was insincere in regard to the building
of one, I would not like to think that it was
the latter; I am more inclined to believe
that it was the former exeuse, and that he
counld not get a suitable site. That being
the case, we have a Bill submitted by the
present Government with the object of
making this reserve available. I am op-
posed al all times, in thickly populated
centres, to entting up the breathing spaces
set apart for the people. Every speaker
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on this Bill has said that there is land
that can be made available, and if it can
be made available for the sanatorinm it
ean be made available later on for a park.
At any rate I intend to support the Bill,
and I hope that the Minister will go on with
it. The time has gone by when we should
put this matter off any further, TIf I
had an assurance from the Minister that
if this Bill were defeated he had other
places where he could ereet a sanatorium
I might be persuaded o wait some little
time, I have piven a considerahble amount
of thonght to this matter. 1 have urged,
on every cecasion it has been possible to
do so, at public meetings, and in societies
that the Governmeni should immediately
take in hand the erection of a sanatorium
for the treatment of consumptives; and
now T can see a possibility of thizs thing
coming on, I am not going to vote against
the Bill because it 1s taking away a park
from the people in the metropolitan area
they are not likely to require, at all events,
for the next 20 or 30 years,

Mr. HEITMANN (Cue): T am sorry
we did not get more information from
the Minister who introduced this Bill. The
Minister for Lands made very few re-
marks, but bhe explained that for some
reason or other the report of the Heaith
Department and the report of the board
appoeinted to seleet a site was not in the
House at the time, thongh full informa-
tion would be brought forward when the
second reading agnin came hefore the
House. As to the necessity for a sana-
torium 1 think there is no doubt. All
agree that the {ime has arrived—in
faet it has long sinece arrived—when there
should be some systematic efiort mnde to
deal with the matter of preventing, as well
as euring, luhercnlosis.  As the member
for Hannans has stated, for years past ve-
solutions have been enrried al vartous con-
ferences and meetings of important bodies
on the fields and in other parts of West-
ern Australia asking that some system
should he adopted for the treatment of
consumption. I am not altogether con-
cerned ais to whether the present site un-
der discussion should be reserved for a
naltional park for the people or should be
transferred and used as a eonsumplive
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sanatoriunl. but I think the first question
we should consider is the atmespherie con-
ditions, and I have no doubi, seeing that
this national park is sitwated in a very
high position, the atmosphere in that par-
ticular lecality would be conducive Lo great
benefit fo those people who lave lung
troubles.

Mr, Thomas:
17

Mr. Turvey: About 900 feet.

Mr. HEITMANN: It is right on the
Darling Ranges, and I think it is just
about as high a place as can be got any-
where near the city. I think if we are
satistied with that the next consideration
should be the area of land, and, in con-
junction with that, I think we should also
consider the amount of land cultivable.
With an up-to-date system of treating
people sufiering from Jung troubles it has
been recognised that cases in the early
stuges benefit by exercise more or less as
required by the medical man in charge.
We also should take into consideration the
position regarding railways for a site of
this description, and I am sorry fo see
that the board appointed to inquire have
given us a very vague report indeed. It
seems to me the board was appointed to
carry out the work as it is carried out by
Government departmenis on more than
one veeasion.  Looking easually through
it, I can see nothing definite at ail in ve-
gard to the varions qualities possessed by
this purticular piece of conuntry. Nearly the
whele of the report is taken up by letters
from various people owning land and
offering to dispose of it and telling the
board of the suitablevess of their land for
the purpose.

Mr. E. B. Jolmsion: There is no re-
port on it from an agricultural stand-
point.

Mr. HEITMANN: T can see very
little report from any standpoint. I cer-
tainly think il is necessary ihat we shounld
have a fair proporfion of this land suit-
able for agricultural or horticultural
purposes; but, from the nature of the
country about the hills, T should say. with-
out examining, and speaking only from
travelling through the place on the trains,
only a small portion of this park could be

What is the height of
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used for agriculinral purposes; and 1 be-
lieve that in the very near fulure, if the
Government take up this question wisely
and intend to take in not only those cases
wlich 2re advanced but also (hose which
show the slightest sign of lung trouble,

will have a greal number of patients
in the sanatorinm, However, I do

not think it is altogetber advisable io
have very hilly country. If it were pos-
sible to get a plateau as high as (he top
of the Darling Ranges it would be a very
good position, bul to have the rough,
hilly country of the Darling Ranges, from
what I have seen, it would not be alta-
gether a suitable pesition. I believe we
have other sites. One was mentioned by
the leader of the Opposition. On looking
through the files T notice that the Lands
Department were asked on one ocension
to reserve a certain area of land for the
purpose, and it was then that the Govern-
ment decided 1o appoint a board to go info
ihe question. TFurther on in the file I
notice that numerous blocks were offered
to the Government by different people,
all in or about the hills. Now, I am in-
clined to think, as a layman and not as
an expert, that furlher down the Darling
Ranges would be more suitable, in the
country menlioned by the leader of lhe
Opposition. T certainly think the House,
and the country, ave deserving of much
more information than has been given in
the report submitted by Dr. Hope. As
a matler of faet, 1 fail to find any re-
port. T have seen a file dealing with the
queslion generally; but, when it comes (o
a report on any particular piece of land,
it has not been gone into as fully as it
should be. T think it would be better if
the Minister wonld defer (his guestion
for a little time. It might be said we
were deferring the great benefits that will
be given to the people by the organisa-
tion of such an institution, but we have
recently had sitting in Western Australia
a Commission inquiring inle lung diseases
as affecting miners in this State, and that
Commission made certain recommenda-
tions after going into the question very
fully. What may be the value of their
recommendztions T am not in a posifion
to say, though, according to a summary
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in the West Australian, they have rve-
commended that we sbould go into this
question  thoroughly and not deal with
it, as we have in the past, in a haphazard
manner, or spasmodically, taking it up
to-day and, when il gets a bit stale, drop-
ping it to take it up again at some future
time. When the present Government
start io investigate this question I believe
they will do the thing thoroughly. e
need a sanatorium sitmated in the best
possible place, one that is going to deal
with all the consumptives i Western
Australia, not only those far advanced
but those who are found in the early
siages. The present sites are undoubt-
edly unsuitable. We have one institution
at Subiaco dealing with incurable cases,
and uat Coolgardie, which was selected
at one time as the most snitable place in
Weslern Australia, we have a sanatorinm
where we treat patients we have a hope of
curing, but both of these places are, in my
opinion, unsujtable, and in my opinion the
site now seleeted by Dr. Hope and by ihe
board is alse unsuitable, principally on
account of the small proportion of land
whieh e¢an be cultivated. T think it will
come about that this instilution to some
extent will be self-supporting, but I am
afraid that with the present site on the
hills that object would be almost impos-
sible.

Mr. Turvey: They wanted to cul up
350 acres of the park into orchard blocks
lask year.

Mr. HETTMANN: The report does not
go into that phase of the question. I have
casually looked at it and I have failed to
find a report of that deseription. If we
have a site in another part of the State
which is as suitable, and close to a rail-
way and fairly close to the eily, T can
see no reason why we shounld interfeie
with the national park; but, at the same
time, if it is the besi site, then I say a
sanatorium for consnmptives should eome
before a national park. However, I sin-
cerely hope the Minister will defer this
Bill. if only for a few months, when it
ean come on again, by which time the
question can be gone into thoroughly,
and the whole matter dealt with in a
more systematic manner.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margavet): I am
in favour of the Government acquiring
land for the purpose aimed at by this
Bill, but I am not sure whether the spot
selected is the most suitable site that can
be obtained. In 1904 this question was
considered by myself, as Colonial Secre-
tary. There were recommendations in the
office from ihe highest medical practi-
tioners in Perth, selting forth the neces-
sity for o sanatorivm being erected to
treat consumptive patients in the Darling
Ranges. So much did the queslion eon-
cern me that I adepted the only course
open to me then, that of establishing a
sanatorium at Coolgardie, as it was the
cheapest possible way in which it could be
done at the time. There was no chance
of doing anything on the Darling Ranges
on account of the expenditure. At that
time, consumplion was looked nupon by the
public generally in this State in quile a
different hght from what it is (o-day. We
had not Royal Commissions, nor had we
the people on Ihe goldfields complaining
so hitterly of miners’ complaint. Never-
theless, we lad a number of people suf-

fering from  consumption, and, at
that time, when I mooted that the
sanatorium  was te be put at Cool-
gurdie, the people of Coolgardie

opposed it very bitterly. This ean be
borne out by the present member for
Coolgardie, who was then the mayor of
that town. So strongly did they feel when
they saw in the Press the action I was
about to take, that it was necessary for
me, as the responsible Minister, to visit
Coolgardie and interview the mayor and
councillors and the health officer, and the
opposition from the council and the health
officer was indeed very slrong. With his
medical knowledge Dr. Ellis, the then
member for Coolgardie, was satisfied that
the site would be sufficiently segregated
from the hospital to ¢bviate any danger to
the patients in that hospilal er to the
citizens of Coolgardie. I was determined
that something should be done in the in-
terests of the sufferers, and I came to
Perth and got the adviee of those who
were considered to be at the fop of the
medical profession. They advised me
that it would be perfectly safe to es-
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tablish a sanatorinm at Coolgardie. To-
day, however, the institution is entively
inadequate to nmeet the requirements of
the State. T also had advice as to the
erection of a sanatorium on ihe Darling
Ranges in close proximity to the City.
That was said 1o be ihe hest site within
a reasonable radius of Perth. 1l is con-
sidered necessary that a sanatorium
shonld be at a high aliitude, and while
that at Coolgardie is 14,000 feet above
sea level the site in the Darling Ranges
is 900 feet, the best available altitude
anywhere within striking distance of
Perth. So it will be found that if pro-
minence be given to the altitude factor
there is muel in favour of an extension
of the present sanatorium at Coolgardie.
Medical adviee T had when I was dealing
with the subject pointed to the necessity
of having a main sanatorium in the Dax-
ling Ranges, to be the resort during cer-
tain months of the year when it would be
a more suitable loeality than Coolgardie,
while during (he remaining months of the
year Coolgardie would have the advant-
age over the site in the Darling Ranges.
There is no use in closing our eyes to the
faet thal when the Gevernment take up
this work of bunilding a sanatorivm suit-
able to cope with the disease it will cost
money; i will require to be a very large
institution. and it is wise that Parliament
should deride on the very best place for
the expenditnre of that money in order
that it will give the best resulis to those
whom if 15 intended to benefit. It will he
neecessary, unless these medieal men have
changed {heir views, to have two sana-
toria, for reazons I have already given,
T would very much prefer that thizs mat-
ter be postponed this afternoon in order
to get an opportunity of securing the
latest possible information on the sub-
ject. However, if the second reading be
taken to 2 division this afternoon I shall
vote for the Bill, becanse I am not going
to cast & vote which will for one moment
prevent the Govermment going immedi-
ately into the question of building a sana-
torium for these people. If the Biil be
lost nothing ean be done until next ses-
sion. I hope, therefore, the Minister will
not press it to a division this afternoon,

903

that is, not if there is the slightest doubt
in his mind about the sile. 1f he is sure
that the proposed site is absolutely the
best ta be got he will be justified in going
te a division; if not, then it would be
wise to wail a few days while the best
informalion on {he subject is being se-
cured. 1 am sorry there has not been
more information on this point submitted
to the House. I will vote for the mea-
sure if it is put to a division, for I would
not dream of doing anything which wenld
militate against the chance of the Gov-
ernment taking steps to cope with the
disease. 1 lhave heard hon. wmnembers
speal of measwres as being of great im-
portance, but there cowld not he any
measure of greater importance than one
providing for the health of our people.
It has been decided at medieal confer-
ences that this disease is curable in its
early stages; that being so, [ say we
should overtake the disease in its earty
stages, and establish in the minds of our
people the faet that it ean be enred. 1t
is generally understood hy the people
that once you contract Inng trouble that
is the end of you. We hope to be able to
establish the fact that it ean be cured,
but we cannot establish that until we have
a proper place in which to put the un-
fortunate people.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honerary Min-
ister) : There is no doubt the member
for Mount Marvgaret has got on to the
dritieal point in regard to the passing of
this measure. It 1s necessary that we
should immediately take some action with
a view lop preventing or euring consump-
tion. If hon. members would but visit
the hospital at Subiaco they would ngree
that it is nece:sary immediale action
should be taken with a view to preventing
this disease reaching the stage it has
reached in that hospital. When the hon.
memher held the pesition of Colonial
Secretary it was stated that one of the
best sites in Western Australia was then
under reserve for the purpose of a sana-
torium for consumptives; sinee that time
it has been found necessary that that re-
serve shounld be taken for the purposes of
water conservation, and therefore its
original purpose has been changzed. Not
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only is it necessary that we should take
proper steps to effect the cure of the un-
fortunate sufferers, but we must also
provide means of ewployment for them
when cured or when, at least, ihe pro-
gress of the disease has been stopped.
We have to be guided by medical au-
thority, and I am assured by the Prinei-
pal Medieal Officer, who in this expresses
also the opinion of the officer in charge
of the Coolgardie institution at the pre-
sent time, that this national park reserve
is Lhe best site in Western Aunstralia for
the purpose.  The Principal Medical
Officer holds that the national park is an
ideal site for a sanalorinm, and that the
air there is suitable for aiding the cura-
tive treatment of tuberculosis.  Seeing
that - this is so, why the necessity for
waiting any longer?

Mr. Heitmann: Will the Minister tell
the House how soon it is proposed fo
start the work?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister): It is impossible to make a start
until we have a site, impossible even to
make any preparations in regard to
making a start untii we arve assured that
we have a suitable site. So anxious are
the Government to make a start with the
provision of a proper sanatorium for
these persons thal they have to-day a
medieal offiecer and one of the land offi-
cers going over fhat site with a view ro
setting out ideal spois for the erection of
buildings, in case the Bill goes through.
* It shows clearly that the Government are
anxious to get ahead with the work. I
hope hon. members will agree to the
passing of the measure. The officers of
the Medical Deparhinent are very anxious
that they should have the use of this
park, and seeing that the matter has been
nnder consideration for so long, and that
not only officers at present in the de-
part but others who have long since left
the department all agree that this site is
eminenily suitable for the purpose I trust
hon. members will agree to the passing
of the Bill.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

The MINTSTER POR LANDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath) : Tf there is no other membar
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who desires to address himself to this
Bill I would just like to make a few
remarks in reply to those hon. gentlemen
who have eriticised this proposal. 1 waal
hon. members to undersiand that I am
not the Minister controlling the depari-
wment which is directly concerned with the
question of selecting a site as a sana-
torium for consumplives but when such a
site is selected and considered suvitable it
is my duly as Minister for Lands to in-
troduce a measure of this kind which pro-
vides for the rededication of n Class A
veserve. [ would like to point out that «
very great deal of atfention has been
devoted fo the question of selecting a
suitable site and a number of gentlemen
have from lime to time directed their ai-
tention towards this particular purpose and
altbough if is true a board was appointed
and that particular board did not report,
I wish to ussure members (hal it was
owing to the fact that two members of
that board found it impossible owing o
their other duties o earry out the work
entrusted to them. Members who have
had an opportunity of perusing the fi'e
know that the Principal Medical Officer
has not determined by himself this par-
ticular site as being suitable, for instance
I have a report from Dr. Mitehell, whe is
in charge of the home for consumptives
at Coolgardie, in which he states—
After due considevation of the two
sites viewed with vou when I was in
Perth, (a) that of the national park
reserve, (b) the railway reserve near
Chidlow’s Well, I beg strongly to re-
commend that the national park site be
chosen, for the following reasons:—Ti
is favoured by, 1, Its accessibility whiclr
is a very important consideration from
the point of view of economy; also for
the arrival of the patients at the sana-
torinm; 2, The landsecape. Cheerful-
ness of surroundings is an essential in
the suecess of suech an institution and to-
ny mind the most beautiful outlook pos-
sible shonld be secured. There can be
no alienation of the public inferest by
setting aside a portion of the national
park for such a purpose; indeed it
would be for the benefit of the com-
munity as in sach a position it would®
prove a great educative force.
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This is the point I wish fo emphasise as
set. forth by Dr. Mitehell.

The State has a duty to perform io

foster a feeling of kindliess and coo-

sideration towards sufferers from tuber-
culosis, thereby encouraging them Lo
cowe along to the sanatorivm early for
treatment with a great prospect of
eure, instead of the eonditions which
obtain af present when they come as

a dernier ressort with little or no hope

of any permanent benefit. 3, The sitna-

tion and soil. As far as the hurrisd
inspection T had will allow me to ex-
press an opinion, this was ideal from

a sanatorium standpoint.

Then followed the reporl at that time
from the Prineipal Medical Officer in
which he hears out the statement of Dr.
Mitelell that this is admirably snited for
the purpose for which it is designed. I
recognise and appreciale the feeling of
hon. members where it s proposed to
alter the purpose of a reserve whieh is
dedicated as a national park, to qgeustion
a proposal which seeks to deprive the
people of any locality of what is regarded
as a breathing space. I want members
to bear this faet in mind; it is an essen-
tial thing in eonsidering the general public
and the healthy portion of the publie, that
we must not lose sight of the fact thut
it is even of grealer necessity to secuce
suitable breathing spaee for those afflicted
with this unfortunate disease. When one
is faced with the two issues, the question
of a national park for people possessed
of an ordinary degree of-robust health
and the question of considering the needs
of those who are suffering from tuber-
cnlosis and for which these partieular
eircumstances are absolutely essential,
then, so far as I am concerned, my pred:-
liction and my sympathies weigh down
on the side of consideration for those
affiieted with this disease.

Mr. Dwyer: Have you any reports
from the water supply department ‘as ‘o
the possibility of econtaminationt

The MINISTER FOR I.ANDS: We
have already dealt with parasites, in which
that has been taken into consideration, but
this is such a large area and there is 1o
present consideration from the wafer sup-
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ply point of view so that T think the ques-
tion of contamination may be entirely
.eliminated from the discussion. Particu-
larly hearing in mind the argument of
the member for Swan, already those snt-
fering from this disease are sent there
privately by medical men anid without
the neeessary supervision and scientific
control  whieh npecessarily should he
adopted when consumptlives are conecen-
trated in & sanatoriwm and are contin.
nously under the eontrol of a medieal man
and altendanis appointed for the purpose.
I also want to give this assurance to hon.
mewhers that in acquiescing in the desire
of the Colonial Secretary and his officers,
and I may say also the Government, in
making this gite available for the purpose
designed, T am not blind lo the fact that
it may be desirable to constitute a national
park in lien. I ean freely undertake to
have reports from the officers of my de-
partment as to other sites which are suiz-
able and which may he set apart and
dedicaled as o national park for the pur-
pose, and T nay say I would gladly accept
suggestions from hon, members who may
know of sites equally aeceptable which
may be devoted to the purpose. At this
stage if we further delay the matter by
refusing to set aparct this site and wail
until {he next session of Parliament al-
ready prelonging the delay, that is a de-
lay whieh I for one do not wish to te
accountable for.

Question pat and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 25
Noes 17
Majority for 8
. —
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. MeDonald
Mr. Bath Mr. McDowall
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Mullany
Mr. Colller Mr. Munsie
Mr. Dobley alr. O’L.oghlen
Mr. Foley Mr., Scaddan
Mr. Gervdiner Mr. Swan
Mr. Gil2 Mr. Taylor
Mr. Green Mr. Thomas
Mr. Holman, Mr. Turvey
Mr. Hudsen Mr. Walker
Mr. Lander Mr. B. J. Stubbs’
Mr. Lewis (Peller).
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NOEE,

Mr. Allen Mr, Mitcheli
Mr. Broun Mr. Moore
Mr, Dwyer Mr. Nanson
Mr. George Alr. A. E. Plesse
Mr. Harper Mr. A, N. Piesse
Mr. Heitmann Mr. Underwood
Mr. Johnsion Mr, F. Wilgon
Alr. Lefroy Mr. Layman
Mr, Male (Teller).

Question Hus passed,

Bill read a zecond iime.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES,

Message from the Governor received
and read, trapsmitting the annmal Esti-
mates of Revenue and Expenditure for
the finaneial year 1911-12 and recom-
mending appropriations.

A FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR

1911-12.
Ta Comniftee of Supply.

The House having resolved into Com-
mitiee of Supply for receiving the an-
onal Finaneial Statement, Mr. Holman
in the Chair,

The PREMIER AND TREASURER
(Hon. J. Seaddan) said; In rising to
make this my first, and the tweniy-second
Budget of the State since Responsible
Government, I will, at the outset, make
it perfectly eclear that I intend to depart
from what might be termed orthodox
procedure. Tt has been the custom in the
past for the Colonial Treasurer, when
introducing his Eslimates of Revenue and
Expenditure for the financial year, to
seize the opportunity of, may I say,
making considerable referenge to the ad-
ministration of his Government during
the year that has just closed, and leaving
very little to be said about the actual
finanecial position of the State at the mo-
ment. T propose to deliver what, I hold,
is more in the nature of a Financial
Statement than a Budgei, as it is usually
understood by that term. My reason for
doine =0 is the lnteness of the
session, coupled with the  fact that
it is advisable that TParliament should
prorogne at the close of next week,
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in  view of the assembling of the
Premiers’ Conference in Melbourne at
the beginning of the year, Insiead of
wearying members with a mass of de-
partmental data, which, I think, can- best
be left 1o the Ministers when introducing
their departments’ estimates, I shall con-
fine myself to a [inancial stalement, as
revealed by the Estimales and the aceom-
panying returns. Members ave, of eourse,
aware that one balf of the year has gone,
and practically it only remains for me,
at snch a late stage, to analyse the Esti-
nmates of Revenue and Expenditure as I
fonnd them upon taking offiece and o=
now presented. '

A Trying Season.
There is no need for me to dwell upon the
faet that the present year has been per-
haps a wost trying one from a financial
point of view—more especially so far as
the agrienltural interests are concerned.
The far-reaching effect of a dry season
(the first for a period of 20 years) upon
the commereial eommunity, and its bear-
ime upon revenune and expenditure, is of
course readily realised. 1 do not desire
to lay too great stress on this faet, but,
nevertheless we cannol hide it, althoungh,
however we may desire to do so, when
introducing onr Estimates of Reveuue
and Expenditure for the year it is essen-
tial that hon. members representing the
taxpayers should know the reason why
certain figures ave arrived afy and thus
we may have even to mention matters
which are somelimes unpleasant. Later
on, in tounching upon the departmental
Tistimates and the Returns, I shall have ce-
casion to refer to loan matters, Common-
wealth finanee, and owr trading concerns.
As is well known, we have at the present
time a 4 per cent. loan on the market, and
I venture to assert that it will be a sue-
cess. One matter which has given me
some eoncern is the Commonwealth Bank
Bill, the provisions of which would ap-
pear to endanger that valuable State in-
stitution—fthe peonle’s Savings Bank.
The Government have joined with the
other States in protesting against any
such eonrse as that proroesed, and as I
understand (he Prime Minister is willing
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to confer with the State Premiers on this
very important subject, I twmst that a
satisfactory understanding will be arrived
at.

The Savings Bank.

In the meantime, however, I feel that the
duty devolves upon me, as Treasurer,
and as the Minister controlling the funds
of the taxpayer, to take this opportunity
of explaining the attitnde adopted by
onr Governmeni oun this, at present, all-
important question. My desive is not_to
approach the subject in zny bitterness
of spirit, because after all I vecognise
that the Commonwealth Government is a
Government of Ihe people, just as much
as a State Government, but that the
former covers a wider sphere. Notwith-
standing this faect I must further recog-
nise that the State Government is calied
upon to do work of sueh a nature as
must materially assist or velard the pro-
gress of the people of the State generally.
We are inclined to view (he fact that the
Savings Bank, as established in  our
State, has perhaps dene more to assist
the development of our industiies than
any other hraneh of owr Stale instituiions.
Immediately I ascertained that the Com-
monwealth were likely to seriously infer-
fere with our State Savings Baunk, I con-
ferred with the Under Treasurer and the
Manager of the Savings Bank, with a
view to the adoption of seme methods
which would assure the continuance of
snch a valuable institntion in the hands
of the State, and had prepared a synopsis
of the operations of our Savings Bank,
which I immediately transmitted to the
Right Hon. the Prime Minister of the
Commonwealth.  In this siatement it was
shown that from the funds of our State
Savings Bank we had used moneys for
varied and important purposes, Persous,
for instance, who had desired to provide
homes for themselves under the counditions
which prevail to-day, weve able to obtain
from the bank no less than £1094,944 for
this purpose, whilst municipalities took
up debentures to the extent of £73.170.
The Metropolitan Waterworks Board
also obtained by debentures £459,275, and
under the rovisions of the Agrieultural
Bank Aet, which has assisted. greatly in

«
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the development of our agrienltural in-
dustry—an industry which must eventu-
ally become and remain one of the main-
stays of this part of the Commonwealth—%
that Bank obtained £1,109,500. Dur-
ing  this session Parliament las
further  authorised an  additional
half-million  being  allotted for this
purpose.  Again, under the Agricultural
Lands Purchase Aect, for closer settle-
meni, £197,014 has been provided, and
water boards, other than the Metropolitan
and Groldfields Water Supply Administra-
tion, took up debentures to the extent of
£67,029, The Goldfields Water Supply
Board have obtained capital funds to the
extent of £334,316 from the Savings Bank
on debentures, and ander loeal inseribed
stoek certificates, the Savings Bank lhas
provided £753,790 for the purposes of
(General Development. Debentures under
the Land Drainage Act, totaliing £4,804;
the Claremont roads board, £1,600; anl
the Fire Brigades Board, £12,000, have
also been taken up by the Savings Bank.
Treasury bills, further, represent £18,500,
and inseribed stock £150,926. In these
directions, then, the funds of the Savings
Bank, to the tune of £3,292,554 have been
invested. 1 wview, too, with great alarm,
ilie loss'of such an institution, beeaunse so
much of the policy of the present Govern-
ment—representing, as it does, the masses
in our community, depends materially on
the funds that may be placed at onr dis-
posal principally by the means of such
an institution, and the unfortunate posi-
tion we would be placed in were we un-
able to find the funds for what we wish
to put into operation; a policy which
the people, too, have considered to be .
material for their future welfare and
prosperity. And side by side we might
he called upon to find funds from else-
where to come to the assistance of a State
Bank, perbaps through wholesale with-
drawals by depositors, who through panie
or other cause, might so wilhdraw for the
purpose of redepositing in a Cowmon-
wealth Savings Bank, As an Administra-
tion we view with pleasure the desire of
the Federal Government to assist the
people by establishing a banking system,
but we can see no advantage, even from
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the people’s standpoint, as well as that of
the State, in two institutions dealing with
the question of the people’s savings as at
present operafing in our State Savings
Bank, I may say, further, that we took
the earliest opportunity of communicat-
ing our views to the Western Australian
representatives in the Federal Senate,
owing to the Bill having passed the House
of Representatives before the mail conld
have carried a similar communieation to
the Western Australian members of the
Lower House. I am sure hon members of
this Chamber will know me, as well as the
other members of the Government, well
enough to realise that there does not exist
in the Cabinet what might be termed a
“State Righter” in the ordinary sense of
the term, but we realise that we are indi-
vidually and ecollectively *“State Protee-
tors,” and must look afler our people’s
welfare in this as in other matters. There-
fore, I do not desire to say anything
which can be viewed,- constrned, or ae-
cepted as being in the nature of a threat,
but we view the question with such
seriousness that T have already considered
ways and means for earrying on our
Stale Savings Bank apart altogether from
any Comonwealth buildings or assistance,
Personally, I think we can make use of
our wany schools in the various distrcts,
and in many cases of the teachers estab-
lished at those schools. It i3 doubtful
whether a Premiers’ conference was ever
called together where the Premiers, re-
presenting  the various States, were so
unanimous on a guestion as in this in-
stance. Tins is the more particularly
emphasised by the faet that it cannot be
urged that the objeetion to the Common-
wealth Savings Bank provisions is a
party one, as frequently in the past the
Premiers’ conferences have been looked
upon—partienlarly the one held prior to
the last Federal elections—as a confer-
ence of persons interested more in the
welfare of their party than of the people
of the Commonwealth generally.

My, Frank Wilson: Tt is a matter of

opinion,
The PREMIER: T am expressing
my opinien. On this oceasion we

find no less t_ha.q three of the six
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State Premiers representative of ihe
same party as comprise the present Fed-
eral Government. I obtained as soon as
possible, by wire, a copy of Premier Me-
Gowen and Premier Murray’s protest
against the Savings Bank provisions of
the Commonwealth Bill, which I am hand-
ing to the Press to-night for publieation,
rather than weary hon. members by read-
ing it at this stage. [ desire to say, how-
ever, that I immediately wired to Messvs,
McGowen and Murray and to the Prime
Minister, endorsing the protest on behalf
of the Government and people of this
State. In any case Parlinment ean rest
assured that we fully appreciate the ser-
iousness of the position, and the Govern-
ment will do everything in their power to
protect the interests of the State in this
matter, May I again express the hope
however, that a satisfactory understand-
ing will be arrived at when we meet in
conference early in January.

The State Finances.

Reverting to the question of the State
finances as contained in the Estimates
of revenune and expenditure for the
vear, may 1 point ount, in view of the
large amount of revotes, for which pro-
vision had to be made, and with the heavy
expendifure which the Government have
determined npon, owing to the dry season
in eertain agrieultural distiiets, I can see
no alternative but to anticipate a deficit
of £104,402 at the end of the eurrent Fin-
ancial Year. The Government intend,
however, during recess to give exeeedingly
eareful attention to departmental admini-
stration, with a view lo making improve-
ments and effecting necessary economies.
The public service will receive close at-
tention, and here I may mention that hon.
members will discover that we have not
provided any automatic increases fo any
of the publi¢c servants other than those in
“Fr and “G” classes, because we con-
cluded that no such inereases could be
provided withoul causing some misunder-
standing. We are making provision in
the Treasurer’s advanees Lhat any inereases
granted by 1he present reclassifieation
hoard shall be made retrospective from
the 1st July. in accordanece with the pro-
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mise given hy our predecessors and in the
event of a public officer not being affected
by the reclassification, then the automatie
inereases will take effect from the same
date. I want to make that perfectly clear
in ovder that there may be no misunder-
standing in regard to the attitude we are
adopting towards the public service. I
am satisfied that the laws which are being
placed upon ont statute-book as a result
of the present session’s labonrs, will not
only redound to the credit of this Par-
liament, but will be of material benefit
to the people, whilst next session we pro-
pose to bring down a graduated land
and ineome tax, so that there may be a
fair and eguitable incidence of taxation,
leaving if it be possible—no loophole of
eseape, and making those who are best
able to pay, and should pay, contribute a
fair share to the revenune. Here let me
say that we frequently have reqguests from
various people in the country for sub-
stantial grants to assist them in the de-
velopment of their indnstries in those par-
tienlar parts of the State, and yet those
very same gentlemen who are fovemost
in submitting such requests, if asked how
they propoese to find the revenue, tell us
we must find it as bhest we can, and are
very careful to omit any refernce to fur-
ther revenue from additional taxation, In
faet, the man who requires most in the
<country is the man who is desirons of get-
ting out by paying as little as possible to
the revenue. The Government are desivons
of giving every assistance in the extending
of the varions industries, but it must be
borne in mind that whilst they are de-
sirous of doing that they are also desirous
that the money raised by taxation shall be
spent as economically as possible; and if
these people requive that assistance, and
the funds are not available, they must ex-
pect additional tasation for those
purposes. Before passing on to the
actual  fnancial  statement, I would
e¢xpress  the hope that next season’s
harvest will be so  bountiful thar it
will canse the spirit of rejoicing to
be again manifested on all sides, and
make up the leeway wheh has been lost.
May I farther say I confidently anticipate
such will be the result. At the same time
(32

00

I am giad to note that although in many
parts ihe past season was so unfavour-
able, still in ofhers the best erop has been
reaped for many years past, and the gen-
eral agricultural return of the State s a
maghificent one, all eirenmstances being
consideved. 1t is earnestly to be hoped,
however, that we shall not have twe dry
seasons in succession, despite our friend
Clement Wragge's predictions, for it
wonld certainly be a very great setback
te a number of genuine and struggling
agricultural settlers. T propose to analyse
the finarcial position as at the time T
assumed office, which was a few days
subsequent to the close of the first quar-
ter of the finaneial year,

Consolidated Revenue Fund.

T fnd there was an acenmulated deficit
in the Consolidated Revenue Fund of
£28,994; that is, after deduneting £65,930
which had been advanced to Departments
and which was vaturnable to the Treasury
at the end of fhe year, although so far as
the cash was concerned this extra money
was disbursed. It must also be remem-
bered that the aceumulated deficit of
£28,994, as shown on the 30th September,
does not really indicate the trne position,
as I consider that the amounts whieh have
suhsequently been paid by way of inereases
in salaries and wages, made retrospective
to 1st July, would be a fair charge
against the first guarter of the year.
It is difficult fo say to-day what that
means, but it is well to understand that
our predecessors made promises to the
civil service that increases which woukhl
be provided, and which had heen provided,
would he made retrospective to 1st July,
but at the elose of the first quarter on
30th Septemiber, when they left office,
they had not pmid any of these inereases,
and it has fallen to the lot of the preseat
Goverment to find that money. Therefore,
the defieif at the end of September shou!ld
be materially inereased by the amouwnt
we had to find in order to keep the pro-
mises made by our predecessors.

Loan Funds.
With regard to Loan Funds, the pasition
on the 30th September was that fhere
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was a credit balance of £795,938, against
which Loan Suspense Account had been
advanced £11.000 for the purchase of the
Dalkeith estate; also £1,573 for surveys
of new railway lines. There was a balance
of lpan aunthority under the 1911 Loan
Act of £1,315,000. The liability of the
Treasurer on account of the Trust Fund
was £5,497,597, of which sum £§,954,156
was invested, and £502,066 was held for
the Savings Bank. The total eash at the
Treasury, in London, and in the Eastern
States was £1,675,274. This sum, although
only partially earmarked to any particu-
lar account, may, I think, be fairly dis-
tributed to the following accounts;—
loan, £783,365; trust, £870,468; bills
payable, £24441. This leaves a shortage
against the trust fund of £672,973, and
I find that this money had heen availed
of for the following purposes:—stoves,
£424,599; advances, £153,489, and deficit
on Consolidated Revenue Fund to 30th
September, £04,924,

Revenue and Ezpenditure, 1910-11.

Before dealing with the Estimates for the
current year I would draw hon. members’
attentio to the several retnrns dealing prin-
cipally withthe revenue and expenditure
for the year which closed on the 30th
June last. By return No. 1 it will he
noted that the late Treasurer under-esti-
mated his revenue hy £13,396, the under-
estimates and over-estimates being shown
in detail on the return. It will also he
observed that he under-estimated his ex-
penditure by £99,906, Return No. 2 is a
synopsis of the balance sheet on the 30th
June, 1911, from which it will be secn
that the Treasnrer’s liability on the 30th
June was £9,514,684. Of this amount
£6,989,627 is held by investments, includ-
ing the sinking fund vested in trunstees
domiciled in London. The balance is
shown in detail in the return.

Estimated Revenue, 1911-12.

Turning now to the estimates of revenne
and expenditure I may state that these
were in ecourse of preparation when I
assumed office, and lave since veeceived
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careful revision at the hands of myself
and my colleagues. In revenue I expect to
receive £4,037,083. This may appear, in
view of the previeus year's receipts, too
sanguine an estimate, but a reference to
the printed details will I feel sure dispel
any fears on that score.

Financial arrangements with Common-
wealth,

Commencing with the Commonwealth, as
one of the most important items from a
purely revenue point of view, I anticipaie
receiving £600,927 under the finaneial
agreetgent, this being £31,349 more han
was paid to the State in 1910-11. I am
also pleased to be able to announce that
the Fedecal Treasurer has agreed to pay
Lhe State interest at the rate of 3 per eent.
on the value of transferred properties,
and not only for the curvent year, but
also for the previous year; the sum re-
ceivable on this account will be £40,745.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Have the other
States agreed to take three per cent.?

The PREMIER:
of that.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Have you agreed
to take three per cent.?

The PREMIER: 1 have agreed to
aceept the three per eent. offered by the
Commonwealth without prejudice. This
makes a tolal payable by the Common-
wealth of £641,672. I might here explain
that this is the gross amount; we have to
contribute towards the pensions of trans-
ferred officers, and as this is outside the
finaneial agreement, and is a statutory lia-
bility under the Federal Constitution Ael,
I have provided for the payment under
Special Aects, the amount for this year
being £2,500. The financial arrangements
with the Commonwealth now appear to be
on a seund footing, which it must be
realised is a matter of congratulation for
the State Treasurer. In return No.
3 will be found the details of the
anticipated receipts from the Common-
wealth for this year with the total of the
receipts from the same source for last
year.

I am not aware
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Iniernal Revenue—Increases and de-
creqses.

With reference to the State revenue,
the session is now drawing to a eclose,
and the Government have not made any
alteration in the methods of taxation
operating af the present time, the most
that can be done for the eurrent year
being to infrodnee economies in expen-
diture throughout the various depart-
ments, wherever possible, and thus en-
deavour to keep onr expenditure well
within the revenus which we export to
derive from the existing forms of faxa-
tion. We anticipate receiving an amount
of £3,395411, apart from the receipts
from the Commonwealth, which is an in-
crease of £114.54% on the actual revenue
of last year. The vevenue we anticipate
receiving is shown in  defail on
return No. 3, The prinecipal anticipated
inereases being: Railways, £91,000, due to
the continned extension of our railway
system; State water supply generally,
£21,000, owing to increased provision
of water supplies in all parts of the
State; and State batteries, £14,000; we
fully anticipate a greater quantity of
ore being put throngh our State batteries,
due o many mining men returning to
their distviets after the conditions at Bull-
fineh have become normal. The prineipal
decreases are :—miscellaneons  £10,857,
Principally due to a falling off in the inter-
est earned as compared with last year,
owing to less loan money being deposited
with the Agent General in London; reim-
bursements-in-aid, £6,403, made up
of various items, which are shown in
detail on pages 10 and 11 of the Esti-
mates; and mining, £6,089, due prinei-
pally to mining being again normal after
ihe Bullfineh boom,

Estimaled Expenditure.

In rvegard to expenditure I now ap-
proach what T consider is the next most
important section of my Financial State-
ment, and that is the expenditure of the
public service for the year. Having
devoted s considerable amouni of the
time at my disposal to ascertaining ihe
lprobable requirements of depariments,
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I find that I shall veguire no less than
£2,963,127 for ordinary expenditure, and
£1,191,657 under special Aects. The es-
timate under special Acts is £48,(46
move than was paid away last year.
This is due to an incrense in interest and
sinking fund, these charges necessarily
incrensing in proportion to the State’s
borrowings. There is alzo more to pay
to members of Parliament ; and, under
the Parliamentary Allowances Act,
charges which last year were placed
under Parliamentary votes now appear
under speeial Aets. Where any sum is
provided under special Aets it is set out
in the Estimates of the department
affected, though the money is paid nnder
specinl Aects. I have alse provided here
for the Commonwealth pensions as pre-
viously mentioned. The estimate of de-
partmental expenditure is £371,600 more
than wns actually disbursed in 1910-11.
I have dissected the expenditurs as be-
tween administration and general ex-
penditure, and in return No. 5 have shown
the result of this, my desire having been
te let hon. members and the taxpayers
know how much money is required for

adminisiration, and what I propuose
to do with the balance. T speai-
ally draw the attention of hon.

members to this return. I have partieu-
larly attempted to make these returns as
simple as possible so that not only mem-
bers but the general taxpayers may be
gble to grasp, almost at sight, what has
become of the funds they bave provided
for the functions of the State; and I
think members, by perusing the return,
will see that I have been fairly suceessful
in my endeavours. Retnrn No. 4 shows the
estimated expenditure on administrative,
recurring, and revenue-producing expen-
difure for the year 1911-12, For this
purpose, under Special Acts, £00,508 is
provided, under “General” £1,208,061,
that is for the cost of all pnblie services
other than revenne-produecing expendi-
ture, the latter amounting to £1,534,735.
These together, that is special Aets, gen-
eral, and revenne-producing expenditure,
total £2,833,604. Return No. 5 1 previ-
ously referred to shows the balance of
expenditure, which is termed “general
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expenditure for the year,” heing interest
and sinking fund and public debt
£1.075,349, subsidies to muniecipalities
£15,000, public works, including subsi-
dies and grants to roads hoards, water
supply, drainage, etcetera, £131.26G0, and
providing for relaying Great Soulhern
Railway £12,500 (making a total of
£193,760 for public works), and sundry
granis, as detailed in another return,
amounting to £31,071, or a total general
expenditure of £1,321,180. Returns 4
and 5 will show that, working on an esii-
mated expenditure of £1134.784. and
after allowing for interest and sinking
fund, municipal subsidies, and other
necessary expenditure in the form of
aranfs to libraries, hospitals, the Museum,
mechanies’ institutes, Zoological Gardens,
benevolent institutions, and others, T
have a balanee of £193,760 for expeundi-
ture on public works. What may be fairly
classed as administrative expenditure
amounts to no less than £2,833,604. As
shown on reiurn No. 4, the question of
reduction of administrative cost is one
which, during the recess, will receive most
careful attention, and the return will he
of value for the purpose of showing any
results attained in that direction.

Revenue and Exrpenditure, 1911-12,

The final resulis as belween revenue and
expenuditure will therefore be:—Estimated
revenne, £4,037,083, and halance brought
forward from 1910-11, £13,299, or a total
revenue estimated to De at the disposal
of the Treasurer of £4,050,382. The es-
timated expenditnre is made up by publie
debt charges £1,078.349. administrative
£2,833,604, totaliing together £3,911,953,
leaving a balanee available for general
purposes of £138,429. as I have previously
mentioned. Of this, municipal sobsidies
will absorb £18,000, and sundry granis,
etcetera, £31,071, the balance then left
available for publie works being £89,358.
We estimate an expenditure on publie
works as  follows:—velaying  Great
Southern Railway £12,500, subsidies to
roads boards £37,000, and grants to roads
boards £24,065, or a total of £61,065 to
roads hoards; and for works generally,
as defailed in the Estimates, £120,195, or
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a total for works of £193,760. We pro-
vide out of revenue £30,358, which leaves
the deficit I previously mentioned, or a
shortage on the year's transactions, of
£104,402. Tt will be evident if hon, mem-
bers peruse the various returns and note
what I have now stated, that it would be
a very simple matter for the present Ad-
ministration to submit estimates of rev-
enue and expenditure that would balance
on the 30th June next; but the method
to he adopted wouid be one of eutting
down necessary public works in the coun-
try, and we have given the public to
understand, and 1 again give the House
to understand, that, notwithstanding the
diffienlties with whieh we are faced and
which have been previpusly stated, we
are determined to carry on a progressive
public works policy, although the ountlay
may, perhaps, for the moment, canse the
present Administration to be unpopular
for coming in with a shortage in revenue
aceount of £104,402,

Assistamce to Local Governing Bodies.

Moreover, we recognise that our loeal
authoriiies are doing in their way
equally with the ceniral Government
a great deal to assist in the de-
velopment of our various industries,
and we have continual eomplaints against
the action of our predecessors in refusing
to provide them with the money neces-
sarv to enable them to earry on their
affairs on something like reasonable lines.
Tt is unfortunate to-day the position has
arrived at that stage that almost all muni-
cipalities, and nearly all the roads boards,
are clamouring for some speeial con-
sideration at the hands of the Govern-
ment, becanse they ecannot possibly carry
on under existing eonditions. It was cnly
last week that T had an application from
one manicipality to make available at once
the subsidy due to them for the year in
order to enable them to pay the wages due
at the end of the fortnight. This condi-
tion of affairs has been brought ahout by
the policy of our predecessors in continu-
ally reducing subsidies to municipalities,
and by (he reduction of grants to roads
boards generally. Last vear the Govern-
ment disbursed for municipalities £11,733,
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and we provide this year £18,000. They
expended last year for roads boards by
way of subsidies £29,926, and we pro-
vide £37,000. On roads and bridges
grants they provided £22,713, and we
provide on the Estimates £24,065. The
totals are—last year, subsidies to mmni-
cipalities and roads boards grants
£64,372; this year, as we are providing
and propose to expend, £70,065, or au in-
crease in the year, althongh faced with
such difficulties, of £14,693 to our local
hodies.
Land Revenue Shortage.

To proceed with our revenue aecounts, the
retorn shows £104,000 less than the esti-
mated expenditure for the current year,
but were we fo receive during this year
payment for services rendered for which
the expenditure hes to be provided at
once, such as water supplies in agricul-
tural areas, and were we to receive the
rents payable on conditional purchase
lands which are being deferred owing to
the unfortunate season experienced in cer-
tain portions of our agrienltural distriets,
I fully anticipate that our revenue would
approach very elosely to our expenditure.
I am assured by my colleague the Mini-
ster for Lands that he has allowed for
a falling-off of £22,000 due to deferred
payments of rent and withdrawals of sale
of town lots. It is also to be understood
that we are supplying water to agrieul-
tural and dry distriets, the greater pro-
portion of the payment for which will not
be recovered until the next financial year.
In fact the whole of the wafer we are
supplying to dry districts will not be
recovered until next year, although we
are receiving coupons, which are really
promises to pay next year, when they
reap whieh, I believe, will be a bountiful
harvest.  With an anticipated normal
season next year, and close attention to
administration and an adjustment of
our finances during the ensuing period, I
fully anticipate that we shall be able to
make up the lee-way before the end of the
next financial term.

Position of Loan Funds.

Return No. 6 has no great bearing on
the Revenue and Expenditure Estimates,

N3

except so far as the necessary provision
of interest and sinking fund for loans is
concerned, yet it i1s usual when presenting
the Financial Statement to explain the
position of our Loan Funds, as at the
close of the previous finaneial year. It
will be seen that on the 30th June last,
the total authorisafions amounted to
£25,627,253, while of that amount
£24,177,253 had been absorbed hv flota-
ions, leaving the balance available. for
flotation at that date of £1,450,000. The
aetual lean indebtedness on the 30th June
amounted to £24,177,253, less bonds re-
deemed £473,300, and sinking fund
£2.544 812, making a net indebteduness of

£21,159,141. The net public debt
per head of the population on
the 30th  June, 1911, was £73
7s. 10d. That is adjusted to comply

with the census figures as finally adopted
by the Commonwealth and the State.
Return No. 7 shows the loan flotations
expenditure in detail. Tt will be noticed
that of our total flotations of £24,177,253
we have actually expended £22,068,102,
and the cost of raising amonnfed io
£1,063,453, leaving an unexpended bal-
ance on the 30th June to the credit of
Loan Acecount of £1,040,69S.

Eaxports and Imports,

Return No. S T consider of considerable
value, as it is really the pulse indieating
the progress of the State. Tt will be
noted that our internal trade, judging by
railway revenue, is materially on the in-
crease, this of course being partly due to
the inerease in the railway mileage. Wool
and wheat have increased econsiderably,
while hay last year showed a small fall-
ing off. It will he seen that there was a
falling off in the total exports. This was
due to a decreased export, during the
past year, of zold specie and gold bullion.
There is no reason to think that that de-
crease was a result of a proportionate
falling off in the gold production, as the
exports have since again inereased. The
eause was, no doubt, one of the finaneial
adjustments in connection with the bal-
ance of trade between this State and other
States and couniries overlapping from
one year to another. Timber produced
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for export shows a slight increase, while
the coal produced shows a small falling
off. The increase, however, in the output
of coal from the previous vear was hardly
normal, being due, I think, to the amount
of bunkering trade during the Newecastle
strike. Other minerals exported show a
counsiderable falling off. In the imports
there have heen increases in practically
all the articles required for consumplion,
as well as for industrial purposes. This
is a matoral result of the growth of the
population exceeding for the present its
productive capabilities. Tt accentuates
the necessity for encouraging to the ut-
most all our local industries. It is par-
tienlarly worthy of note that the largest
in¢reases ocenrred under the headings
“tronware” and “maechinery.” These ar-
ticles are. of cowrze, required in fhe de-
velopment of our industries. Apparel,
however, ns well as the main arlicles of
consamption, have also inereased, and it
1s evident that there is plenty of room for
inereased loeal production to supply the
local demand.

Land Development and Railways.

Our herds, horses, cattle, and sheep show
n marked improvement. Hon. members
will notice that the avea of land selected
approachez two millien acres, while the
aren of land leased totalled over nine
million aeres. But it is a question whether
we should be gratified with the faet that
while we had nearly two million acres of
additional land selected, there was only an
inerease of 133,000 acres under crop.
Savings Bank deposits show a steady in-
crease. Finally, the excess of arrivals
over depavtures shows a gratifying in-
crease. To summarise (his return then,
we find ihat we have appovently central-
ised our attention in the direction of as-
sisting in the inereased produnction of
wool—the increased wealth of a few—in
the inerease of our flocks and herds—
sheep, cattle, and horses—and, to a some-
what lesser extent, other agricultural pro-
ducts. We have increased materially onr
railway mileage to assist land selection,
but I fear we are losing sight of the ob-
ject of sueh operalions by the compara-
lively small addilional avea whieh has been
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put under crop. In connection with this
matfer I may be permitted to digress for
n moment, and to point out that the rail-
ways under contsruetion total 351 miles,
that vailways for which Bills lave been
prassed, or are about to be presented to
Parhiamenl, total 617 miles, and that the
average railway construction carried out
during the last five years has been 153
niles per annem, The present Adminis-
tration propose to increase this to al least
200 miles per annum, until such time as
we dispose- of the lines authorised by
Parliament, so thal at the present time we
have three years’ work ahead of us.
This, of conrse, does not include the pro-
posed Transeontinental line, of some 330
miles. As previously stated, the export
and import tables are matters which must
receive the attention of the Government,
and it will be one of our duties to find
what appears to be a weakness in this
matter, and fo endeavour to assist in eans-
ing our exports to increase rather fhan
decrease, and our imports to decrease
rather than incrense. This is one of the
matters to which the Government will as-
stduously apply themselves.

Conclusion,

In coneclusion let me say that in thus pre-
genting to hon, members and the people of
this State my first Financinl Statement, as
head of the second Labour Administra-
tion of Western Australia, I would again
take this opportumty of staling that, al-
though I am aware of, and pay due re-
speet to the able efforts of those who have
preceded me as Colonial Treasurer and
Ministers of the Crown responsible for
the good conduct of the Government of
the State, I eannot be oblivious to the
outstanding fact that many nanomalies
exist in connection with the administration
of the State Departments. In a speech
such as the present I need not deal in de-
tail with these anomalies and inconsisten-
cvies; but, as they have a very strong beax-
ing upon the finances of the State, T can
nssure hon. members that I, in conjune-
tion with my colleagues, will earnestly
arasp soeh matters, with the one object
of removiugz them, if as a vesult of care-
ful investigation such a course is proved
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to be possible. The Government fully
realise that in this vast State, although
with its population severed, in many in-
stances, by such great distanees, we indeed
have a heritage which only requires close
and careful administrative handling to
raise it from the comparative obscurity
of the past to that position to which its
manifold resources demand it shall at-
tain: namely, that of being one of the
leading States, if vot the principal State
in the Commonwealth, and that in all mat-
ters it shall be treated on an equality with
the States forming the Eastern portion
of the Commonwealth. I am satisfied that
Western Australia will advance more
rapidly in the future than she has done
in the past, and with this advanece of the
Staie generally we shall he foreed into
still greater prowminence before the world
and its markets. We hope that, with the
increase of our floeks and herds, and gen-
eral prosperity brought about by wise ad-
winistration, we will make Western Aus-
iralia sufficiently attractive to induce a
steady and continuous inflax of popula-
tion. Further, with the throngh running
of the iron horse from the western coast
of the Commonwealth to the sister States
of the east; with the ereation of the naval
base at Cockburn Sound; with the largest
of His Majesty’s fleet and mercantile
marine provided with docking and repair-
ing facilities at Fremantle; with our
great agricultural, mineral, timber, wool,
pearling, and other industries growing
apace, and with improved conditions in
our commercial and industrial ecentres,
as a direct resultant of good government
and wise laws. Western Australin will
e¢ome into her own. This Government hold
office for the good of the people-—for they
have placed us in power, and we realise
and respeet their unmistakable mandate.
We do not represent, nor will we legislate
for, any one seetion, but will at all times
endeavour to do justice fo all seetions of
the community. We stand here, in faet,
by the will of the people, pledged to do
our utmost for the advancement of West-
ern Australia as a whole, from the educa-
tional, cowmmercial, legislative, and ad-
ministrative point of view. Our one ob-
jeet is that it shall not be possible for the

s

finger of derision or accusations of neglect
to be pointed at us, for in evervthing
we shall strive to do our duty, not failing
to realise, however, that the foremost step
is to build up onr finances upon a solid
foundation so that in this important con-
nection we may hest serve the interests of
the citizens of the present dav, whilst at
the same time having proper regard to
those of future gpenevations, “For forms
of Government let fools contest: what-
ever 1s best administered is best.” With
these observations, Mr. Holman, T now
beg to move the first item on the Esti-
mates, namely—

His Euxcellency the Governor, £2,760.
Progress reported.

[For returns Nos. 1 to 8§, referred to
in the Treasurer’s Buodget speech, see
pages 925-032.]

ORDERS OF THE DAY PRO-
CEEDED WITH.

The PREMIER: The leader of the
Opposition having no objeetion it would
be as well to proeeed with the Orders of
the Day.

Mr. SPEAKER: The House had zl-
ready resolved that the Orders of the Day
should be postponed. However, there
was no definite ruling in respect to the
matter, and the House could alter its own
decision and pass a motion that the post-
poned Ovders of the Day be proceeded
with,

The PREMIER moved—

That the postponed Orders of the
Day be proceeded with.
Question passed.

BILL—LOCAL COURTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council’s Amendmenis.

Schedule of three amendments made by
the Legislative Council now considered.

In Commiilee,

Mr. Holman in the Chair, the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill.



916

No. 1, Clause +—Strike out the clanse:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
purposed io accept the Couneil’s amend-
nment. This elause was inserfed while the
Bill was in Committee in this House. He
(the Atftorney General) was not partien-
larly in favour of it when it was intro-
duced, besides it was a species of esperi-
ment. He moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. DWYER: When the Bill was in
Committee previously he moved the
amendment., At that time he thought,
and still thought it possible to render our
Loecal Courts Act more useful and justice
more speedy of accomplishment if it
could be arranged that justices conld sit
in certain small cases. However, when
the Bill was in another place it was con-
sidered by oither members of the profes-
sion to which he belonged that jusfices
were not competent to decide these cases.
Points of law might erop up which it
would be dangerous to leave to the dew-
sion of justices. After reconsidering the
matter and after certain recent experiences
of decisions of justices he agreed with
the maotion.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 2, Clause 13—S8trike out the word
“deleted” and insert “repealed”:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
was purely a verbal amendment. The
clnuse &aid that “paragraphs {a} and (b)
of Section 154 of the principal Aet ave
hereby deleted.” It should have been
“repealed.” He moved—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to,

No. 3, New clause—“Seetion 145 of the
prineipal Act is hereby amended by Lhe
insertion of the words ‘or the clerk’ after
the words ‘the magistrate’ in the sixth
line thereof”:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
was an amendment of Section 145 of the
prineipal Aet which dealt with the power
to make garnishee orders and the prin-
cipal Aet gave that power to magistrates
only.  The amendment proposed that
the power should also he given to fhe

[ASSEMELY.]

clerk. He did not see any danger in the
amendment. He moved—
That the amendment be agreed to.
Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.
Resolutions reported, the report adopi-
ed, and a Message accordingly returned
to the Legislative Council.

BILL—VETERINARY.
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hou.
T. H. Bath) in moving the second read-
ing said; This measure provides for the
regulation of the practice of veterinary
surgery in  Weslern Auslralia.  Hon.
members who have any knowledge of the
country dislriets in Weslern Australia
will know ihat for some {ime past there
have been repeated complaints as to the
practice of veterinary surgery Dby incom-
petent persons. Speaking from my own
personal experience I know settlers who
can ill afford the loss which they have
undonbtedly sustained through the fact
of persons pogsing as veterinary surgeons
and attending their stock withont the re-
quisite knowledge to qualify them for
that particular ealling. In common wiil
other parts of {he State during the recent
elections this matter was brought forward
by settlers and a reguest made that this
mensure should be introduced. I may say,
some time past, during the last Parlia-
ment when I was leader of the Opposi-
tion T was then approached from different
parts of the State and urged to support
a proposal for the regisiration of veterin-
ary surgeons. At that time I promised
the then Premier and the Minisier for
Agvicnlture that if they introduced a
measure I would assist them to the fullest
extent of my power to have that measuve
passed through the House. ‘Fhe Bill as
now submitted provides for the registra-
tion of veterinary surceons and constituias
the necessary machinery for that purpose,
We provide for the appointment of a
veterinary board consisting of five mem-
bers and impose upon them the duty of
keeping a register of qualified veterinary
surgeons. Power is given under the Act
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to any person who has been refused re-
gistration and considers he has a griev-
ance against the board te appeal against
that refusal to register, so that as fav as
possible we provide against any injustice
heing done to the persons praetising or
who desire to praetise in the futuve,

Mr. Lander: To whom is he fo appeal?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Pro-
vision is given to appeal to 2 judge within
three months of the refusal to register.
Under the measure, apart from the ordi-
nary machinery provisions which T may
say is largely modelled on the Victorian
Aet, we provide, or rather the Bill as
originally drafted provided, that each
board would have power lo register exist-
ing practitioners in Western Anustralia,
that is those who had practised for a term
of seven years and who were able to pass
the prescribed examination in diseases of
the horse and other domestic animals, bat
anotlier place has struek that provision
out, and I may say at once that unless the
mwembers of this House are prepared to
reinsert that provision I have no intention
of proceeding with the Bill. The object
of this Bill is to prevent incompetent per-
sons from securing fees from settlevs
under false pretences. If we are 1o accept
a measure which provides that the regis-
tration board must confer registration on
all existing practitioners who have prae-
tised for a term of seven years withoul
any power on the board ilo ascertain
whether they are competent or not we may
just as well wipe the measure off the
Noiice Paper and waste no more (ime
over it. 1 might give the assuranee ihat
the examination will be essentially of a
practieal nature and in that respeet will
constitute a very vital difference from the
examinafion which it is neeessary for a
veterinary student fo pass before he may
secure a diploma, Under the Vietorian
Aet it provides that he must pass an
examination in the following subjects:—
Materia medica, pharmacy, medieal
botany, practical echemistry, toxieology,
anatomy of the horse and other domesii-
cated antmals, physiology and histoloxy,
morbid anatomy, pathology and pathologi-
cal toxicology, diseases of the horse and
other domesticated animals, veferinarvy
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medicine and surgery, and therapeuties,
All that we ask is that the applicant who
comes forward, and who is an existing
practitioner, and who has been praetising
for a term of seven years, shall he able
to pass an exawmination in diseases of
horses and other domesticated animals,
and suvely, if a man claims that le is
gualified to practice as a veterinayy sur-
geon, that is the very rudiment of know-
ledge which he should have.

Mr. Foley: Who would you make =x-
aminers?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hoard. I know that hon. members will
have in their mind’s eye this practitioner,
or that praectitioner, who may bave been
practising in the past, and T fully recognise
that those men would be placed in a sevi-
ous position if they were refused regis-
tration, but, on lhe other hand, I am quite
confident that any person who bhas won
any veputation as a veferinary praeli-
tioner in the past, will have not
the slightest dilficulty in satisfying the
Board of his qualifications, or his
capacity to be registered as a practi-
tioner, after the passage of this measure.
On the other hand, if we make no such
provisien, then the Bill gives us absolutely
no power whatever to prevent veterinary
guacks from practising and, as 1 have
said, it would be abseclutely ahsard io
waste the lime of the House further if
the other Chamber have no intention of
reinserting that clause in the Bill. T
would like to give the views of n gentle-
man whose reputation is unassailable. I
refer to Professor Lowrie, the late Dire:-
tor of Agriculture in Western Australiz,
who, while oceupying that position here,
had this Bill snbmitted to him for his

eonsideration. He wrote—
I suggesi that the words “Pro-
vided that unitl the frst day of

May, One thousand nine hundred and
eleven, the Board may register any
person who has been continuously
practising as a veterinary surgeon in
Western Australia for seven years on
his passing the preseribed examination
in diseases of the horse and other
domesticated animals in lien of his
holding sueh diploma,” be omitted
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altogether. I believe that if this pro-

vision he retained it will defeat the

purpeses of the Bill for some years.

I know no reason why a cheap back

door entrance shounld he offered to men

whe may think fit now to practice
without qualifieation, There are

facilities in Melbourne for taking a

regular course and qualification in vet-

imary medicine, and as the Bill is pur-
posely framed to protect the public
from unqualified men, I recommend
that no provision be made to allow of
such being registered until they secure

a regular qualification.

Undoabtedly it would impose a hardship,
and, on the other hand, we have to bear
in mind that it may only impose a hard-
ship on those who under that proposal
would be refused registration. But it
also may impose a hardship on settlers
in our sparsely seitled areas, who wonld
find it difficult to get the necessary as-
sistance there. We have decided to re-
tain that provision, but we think that
that is an essential part of the Bill, and
it is that point whieh I desive to impress
upon hon. members. I beg to move—

That the Bill be now read a second

time,

My, THOMAS (Bunbury): I am very
muceh interested in the passage of this
Bill, and I am very sorry to hear the
Minister in charge of it making a defi-
pite statement that if the particnlar
clanse, which has been referved lo, is not
carried he will refuse to go on with the
Bill. That is presenting a sort of ulti-
matum to this House, that we shall do
this, or the Bill will be disposed of alto-
gether. I would very much like to see
the Minister in charge of the Bill ap-
proach this snbject with an open mind,
- and disposed to discuss the pros and
econs of ihe situation, so that we might
have the opportunmity of putting a for-
cible and good case before him. That
seems to me the course which it will be
right te adopt in this ease. The Miu-
ister hags said that he desires to do
away with quackery, and to protect
people who have suffered from the
effecls  of these sald quacks. We
must  consider. in order to arrive at
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a proper understanding. the various
phases of the question. I have made
some inquiries, and I have been told that
there are in Western Australia at the
present time probably only half a dozen
qualified veterinary surgeons. If this
Bill is carried into effect I know enough
of the prefession myself to believe that
for some months, or possibly a vear or
more, there will be no other individuals
gualifying, because the men who may
have a practical knowledge in this par-
tieular profession would need a very con-
siderable time to study in order to pass
an examination at all. The object of the
Minister is most landable, but he is going
to prevent every individual practising as
a veterinary surgeon in this State at the
present time from deing so in the future.
He is going to hand over the whole of
this population to about half a dozen
qualified veterinary surgeons. T would
very mueh like to know how they are
going to attend the whole of the stock in
Western Australia. If yon prevent a
man, with possibly a limited and reason-
able knowledge, from carrying on the
practise of his profession, you will lead
to men quacking for themselves, becanse
they will endeavour to doetor their own
stoek and bring less knowledge to bear
on the subject than an unqualified veter-

inary surgeon who has had 5, 10,
15, or even 20 years’ -experience.
It must be obvious to the hon.
member that he is defeating his

own ends in trying to bring about the
alteration he desires in this Bill. We pro-
vided in a Bill in this House some little
time age with regard to nurses, that they
shonld have six months’ training, and that
they should have attended 20 cases of
midwifery, in order fo be entitled to
gualification as registered midwives. They
were to have the lives of human beings
in their hands and they were only to at-
tend 20 cases without passing an examina-
{ion, but a veterinary surgeon who may
have attended a thousand horses and spent
20 years in learning something about i,
and who may get a fee of 5s. for his
services, wounld appear to be of more con-
sideration than human beings.



[13 Decesser, 1911.]

The Minister for Railways: He will
be able to pass the examination.

Mr. THOMAS: If the hon. member
had any experienee in connection with
that profession, and had anything to do
with the theory aitached to it, he would
know that there is a big difference be-
twween the two, and that, while a man may

bhave a great deal of knowledge per--

haps in regard to stock, when you pin
him down to hard and fast things that
may be put before him by a man reared
on theory, it may be a difficult matter,
especially at an advanced age, to satisfy
that man, T have come into contact with
many veterinary surgeons who have been
practising here for a great number of
years, and they are in every way exeel-
leni men.

The Minister for Lands:
bave no difffeulty,

Mr. THOMAS: They will have a diffi-
culty. Why shonld we provide for ex-
aminations to cause all that trouble? The
Bill is providing for a close corporation
of half a dozen veterinary surgeons in
Western Australia and we are going to
submit the publie of this country to their
extoriion. We will be doing a great in-
jury to the people and an injustice to a
very desirable section of the community,
Knowing the Minister for Lands as
well as T do, I am aware he
takes a very temperate and fair view
of most things, but 1 fear that on
this oceasion he has not taken that fair
view for which he is so characteristie.
I profess to have some knowledge of the
subjeet and I feel deeply on the matter,
hecause I believe a great injustice will he
done to many people. I find in every
State in Australia where a Veterinary
Act exists, that they bave granted con-
cessions to men who were practising be-
fore the passing of the Act. In Victoria,
the Aet from which the Minister has
quoted, the Aet provides that if an al-
leged veterinary snrgeon has been in
practise for seven years before the pas-
sing of the. Aet, he shall by virtue of
that be registered without any examina-
tion. I understand that in Qneensland
the period is five years, and there is no
examinalion there either. In the Eng-

They will
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lish Ach it provides that if a man has
practised veferinary surgery in the
United Kingdom at the time of the pas-
sing of the Act for not less than 10 years,
either in the United Kingdom or else-
where, he shall, npon payment of the
registration fee, be entitled without ex-
amination in the United Kingdom to be
registered as a Colonial practitioner in the
register of veterinary surgeons and be-
come a member of the Royal College of
Veterinary Surgeons. It is possible for
a man to become a member of the Royal
College of Veterinary Surgeons without
passing an examination, bub it is not
possible for him to be registered in West-
ern Australia without doing so, and we
are going to set ourselves up as a pat-
tern, that we shall have a precedent of
our own, and deny the people that jus-
tice which has been granted to them else-
where. Theve is the point that it is more
than probable that the veterinary sur-
oeons in Western Aunstralin, who arve
members of the Royal Ceollege of Sur-
geons of England, and who obtained that
degree without an examination, will,
under the Bill, be permitted to practise
in this State. We are simply giving to
them a privilege that we will nol grant
to the ordinary individual who lives in
Western Australia, It is uiterly impos-
sible for those people who will be ad-
mitted to practise to deal with all the
work which will be required to be done
in Western Australia. There will be no
examining board, there will be no college
and no means of imparting information
to enable these people to qualify as vet-
erinary surgeons, but we are going to
appoint a board which will provide for
an examination. Who will set that ex-
amination? We will have to admit those
veterinary surgeons without examination.
otherwise we will ind that those gentle-
men, who will be in the position of set-
ting up the examinations, will endeavour
to keep others from enjoying the same
privileges as they themselves have. Thew
will sel up an examination which will
prevent others from getting into that
charmed cirele we have had an example
of in the profession to which 1 belong.
The fewer there are in this partieular
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profession the betier the fees will be.
We will assume, for the sake of arem-
ment, that the Bill is carried and we are
limited to half a dozen practitioners in
Western Australia. What are the fees
going to be? Why, they will not look at
a horse under a guinea.

Mr. Lander: Bunkum.

Mr. THOMAS: I wonder if as much
bunkum comes from the rest of the House
as from fhe hon. member himself. If a
person has an animal of little value, such
as a eat or a dog, he could not possibly
requisition the services of a veterinary
surgeon because he would charge five
limes the value of the animal to mervely
look at it. Even under the best of con-
ditions, even if these men prepared for
an examination, they conld not do it un-
der a considerable time; and what ave the
advantages abont this? In no other pro-
fession is such an examination imposed.
Take the medical profession itseif; I be-
lieve that in the first Aet introduced into
Western Australin men who were prae-
tising as doctors in the State at that time
were admitted to he registered as quali-
fied medieal practitioners without passing
any examinaion. We have that precedent
here and, T believe, in the other States of
the Commonwealth as well. On the intro-
duction of the Pharmaey Aet in every
State of Anstralia they have allowed those
practising before the Act to be registered
without passing a qualifying examination,
taking it as a matter of fact that a cer-
tain amount of experience was a qualifi-
cation, We do not find that it has turned
out badly in regard to either the medical
profession or the pharmacists; no wrong
has been done. Those men who were ad-
mitted have been proved to be a worthy
and able class; yet whilst that liberty is
allowed in the ease of doctors and chem-
ists, we will not allow a man fo examine a
cat or dog without passing an examina-

tion. Tt is reducing the arcument to an
absurdity. Take the ease of any olher .
industry. In regard te publicans, the

Government grant them licenses o carry
on for 12 months, but they consider ihat
after eslablishing the hotel they have in-
terests that deserve consideration at the
hands of the State, and they will not de-
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prive these people of their licenses without
granting them sorge measure of compen-
sation. The faet vemains that hitherto we
have not had a Veterinary Surgery Act in
Western Australia. Guided by thai, peo-
ple came here years ago and started in
this profession. Many of them are de-
serving men, and they have earned their
living for 20 years or more at this pro-
fession, and may have to-day wives and
children dependent upon them.,

Mr. Taylor: Some of them are very
eapable.

Mr. THOMAS: Yes, very capable;
and, in fact, move capable thay some of

the men who depend mainly on
theory. Yet we are going to de-
prive  these individuals of  their
means of livelihood in order to

gratify certain persons who want to hring
ahout a prohibitive state of things. Re-
garding Professor Lowrie’s opinion, he
may knew a good deal about agrieulture,
and in that science I would have a good
deal of rvespeet for his opinion, but I do
not think that agricultural seience has any
thing to do with veterinavy surgery. If
I broke my leg and wanted it set [ wonld
not 2o to a blacksmith, and if 1 wanted
to know something about veterinary sur-
gery I would not go to a professor of
agrieulinral secience,

The Minister for Lands: If you went
to Hawkeshbury Agricultural College you
wounld learp something about it.

Mr. THOMAS: T have been to Hawk-
eshury Agricultural College. T went to
sehool within a mile of that institution,
and I know someihing about its enrtien-
lum. Buat here the Minister is setting up
the opinion of Professor Lowrie, who
knows nothing about veterinary surgery,
against all the experience——

The Minister for Lands: That is only
an assumption on your part.

Mr. THOMAS: With all due respeet,
it is only an assumption on your part
that he does kuow anylhing about it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must address the Chair.

Mr. THOMAS : As [ said at the outset,
1 feel very deeply on this subject. Iknow
many people who are implicated in this
matter, and 1 would ‘appeal to the Min-
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ister with all the earnesiness I can to re-
consider the matter,

The Minister for Lands: You want us
to give a State endorsement to quacks.

Mr. THOMAS: If you choose to use
such an extreme (erm you may do so, but
a8 we have given a State endorsement {o
quacks in other walks of life, why should
we vietimise them in this particular pro-
fession more than in any other? I say we
are not extending to these individuals the
humane consideration that they have a
right to expect from a fair-minded Par-
liament. In conneetion with the pharma-
centical profession, many men have prae-
tised veterinary surgery for a number of
years, and by their knowledgze of drugs
have become expert in their treatment of
animals. In the past their services have
been available at a reasonable and modest
cost. In future it will prevent those in-
dividulas from practising as veterinary
surgeons, That will be a great injustice
to the community as a whole. 8o far as
human beings are concerned, the chemists
bave power to prescribe for them and to
aecept fees for preseriptions, but when
it comes to preseribing for a eat we de-
prive them of the privilege, and say they
do not know enough to be allowed to do it.
That is an inconsistency and a great in-
justice, I think I have touched on all
the points which I desive to impress on
hon. members, I trust that partienlarly
the members connected with agricultural
constituencies will give careful and deep
-considevation to fhis matter hefore they
cast a vote in favour of making this Bill
as prohibitive as the Minister for Lands
desives. Qut in the back-blocks of YWaest-
ern Aunstralia they will be deprived of any
class of assistanee for attending to their
animals. At the present time the aitend-
ance of these non-bona fide veterinary sur-
geons may not be pecfect, but it is better
to have the services of a man with 10
years’ experience than to have the ser-
vices of a man with no experience at all,
and on those grounds I appeal to hon.
members to disregard ihe siatement of
the Minister who introduced the Bill and
to support the amendment introduced in
another place—possibly it might be sub-
jeet to some slight alteration, extended
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a little—but T veally think we should do
away with the question of exnmination
altogether, With these remarks T will
commend the measure to the consideration
of hen. members.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth): T do not
desire to say mueh in regard to this Bill,
but if this House accepts this Bill in the
manner in which it is puat before us to-
night it will be a standing disgrace to
any reasonahle man,

My, SPEAXER: Ovder! The hoa.
member eannot refer to a RBill before the
House in those terms,

Mr. LANDER: Then I will have to
withdraw the remark. When the member
for Bunbury was referring to the Vietor-
ian Act he enumerated the different sub-
jects which a qualified veterinary surgeon
would have to pass. All we ask him to pass
in this eountry is a simple practical
test in the diseazes of horses and other
domestic animals. A man who has been
practising veterinary surgery and is not
willing to go before the board and pass
4 practical examination in this matter, is
unworthy to be registered in Western Ans-
tralia as a qualified veterinary surgeon. I
am pleased indeed to see the member for
Bunbury suel an advocate for a body of
professional men whu very often lhave
been the means of establishing these
guacks, these blown-out jockeys, in differ-
ent places, And what for? So that they
eould sell their drugs. One ¢an go to some
places and ask who has established suech
and sueh a blown-ont jockey, and the
answer is “chemist so-and-so.” What does
a chemist know about attending horses?
What does he know about organi¢ ehemis-
try? He may know something about in-
organic ehemistry. Conld he diagnose a
tissue if it were brought to him? Nu;
he conld tell n person more about taking
a big fee. What did the member for
Bunbury bring before the Honse to quote
from? An old baok that I would not put
under a eart lo sprag a wheel with. He
has quoted the Act of 1882, but if he
were to go {0 the Royal College he wonld
find thai the veferinary surgeons are ¢ow-
pelled to put in continuons practice for
about 10 vears. I am surprised to find
a man of the reputation of the member
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for Bunbury coming forward and asking
us to pass a measure such as he suggests.
He would make out that a qualified vet-
erinary surgeon has only to read books.
That is wrong. For his information I
can assure the House that before a student
of veterinary surgery can advance any
stage in a recognised college he has to
koow not gnly the theory but also the prac-
tical part of the business. He has to be
competent to disseet every organ, and to
diagnose every different part of tissue,
before he ean advance from the A to the
B certificate. In Edinburgh last year every
student was pul back because he failed in
anatomy. I have here some of the que:-
tions put to the students, and if hon.
metbers will read them they will say that
these quacks shonld know something about
diseases of this description. I have seen
jarrah jerkers, who have given £30 for a
liorse, paying 23 guineas to have an eye
taken out when the horse was suffering
from a malignant growth on the
rasal  bone. Are we going to
allew & man to be not only robbed,
but practieally have his horse killed?
What do we find all over the coun-
try? Go into the Northam district and
we will find quite a nest of quaeks, blown-
out joekeys, not one of them having the
courage to come forward and pass a single
examination in diseases of horses and other
domesticated animals. We have gen-
tlemen in this State who have come
ont here, and are willing to
offer their professional services at
very reduced rates to the settlers.
What have they to fizht against? Sueh
gentlemen as the member for Bunbury and
others, wha pose as friends of the guacks.
I sincerely trust the Minister for Lands
will stand firm regarding the Bill. If
the House will not accept the Bill let ns
throw it out again, and next session, pos-
sibly afler another election in a certain
quarter, we will have a different class of
men in, and they will stand by the settlers
in the country and see we put hefore
them a proper Bill. The hon. member
claims we object to allowing a man i-
regisler who has heen practising for 10
vears, 20 years, or so many years; but
what have they heen practising at? Horze
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killing. I ean take members to different
settlers who have suffered the penalty of
losing valuable horses in this State. I
have seen a horse suffering from a fistula
and I bave seen one of these men go up
to it, make a couple of slashes and cut off
a piece of bone and a pilece of ligament,
and hold it up to the settler and say the
horse was cured, but T reckon it was
killing the horse. What is to become
of the settler if that class of men :the
member for Bunbury would like to see
us admit as qualified veterinary surgeons
are allowed to pose as such.

My, Thomas: You are too profound
altogether.

Mr. LANDER: I do oot think one can
be too profound on this question. Only
recently in Vietoria the Vietorian Govern-
ment have gone to the expense of devui-
ing £4,000 to the establishment of a veter-
inary college in connection with their uni-
versity. They are paying £3,500 now for
some of the best experts this side of the
Equator there in Vietoria; and what are
we going to do in Western Ausiralia? We
are going to say to the Viciorians and
others that we are going fo ignore scien-
tific training and allow the thumb-and-
rule man to come in. T trust before we
do that we will, as the Minister says, pass
it out. Only recently a big conference sat
in America, and they went into the gques-
tion, and not only fixed a slandard for tle
different colleges, but also fixed the
differeni subjects whieh should be passed
by qualified veterinary surgeons before
heing allowed to go out and slaughter
people’s horses, as quacks are doing at the
present time. I do notintend to say much
more ot this Bill until it gets into Com-
mittee, and then I will do my best to back
up the Minisier for Lands and try to get
this clamse put in. Providing it is not
I will do my hest to blow the Bill out.

Mr. DWYER (Perth): I intend sup-
porting the second reading of this Bill,
as I think that any Bill intended to regu-

late practices or qualifieations for
any  profession is a  Bill  deserv-
ing the sapport of this House.

However, I hope that in a few directions
the Bill will he amended in the Commit-
tee stage. At the present time we have
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laws governing the practice and standing
of the legal profession, the medieal pro-
fession, dentistry and pharmaey, and we
have a Bill regulating veterinary surgery
before us, and shortly, I hope, we will
have a Bill dealing with the profession
of aecountaney. I think that in the in-
troduction of measures of this kind the
Government are carrying onf business
which is in the best interests of all the
people of the State; that is to say, where
persons require professional knowledge
or professional aftendance, the best pro-
fessional knowledge or professional at-
tendance the State can offer, or will
offer, or which from its circumstances it
is able to offer should be made available
to the persons requiring it; and that
any person possessing knowledge of the
quality reguired to practise the profes-
sion should receive that protection from
the State to which he is justly and truly
entitled, and which his qualifications en-
title him to expect. Also he should re-
ceive proteetion from the competition of
persons who have not gualified them-
selves to earry on the business of the
same calling. It is true, of course, that
in the past when Bills have been intro-
duced governing certain professions I
have named, concessions have been made
to those who have been practising,
whether they were qualified or not, in
these professions for a certain number
of years; and I think that vested inter-
ests in cases of this kind ought to re-
ceive a certain amount of consideration;
but I do think that, while we should give
consideration to vested interests, we must
also give consideration, and a greater
consideration if necessary, to the safe-
guarding of the community and the lives
at stnke—whether they be lives of hu-
man beings, or even lives of domesticated
animals—and even a man’s own private
business or affairs. T think, however, in
the ease of the Bill before us, it may in
a few directions be amended to meet with
the requirements and necessities of our
eommunity, and also so as not to infliet
an injustice on persons who have not
thoroughly qualified. or at any rate are
qualified to a certain extent fo praetise
this profession of veterinary surgery. I
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should like the Minister for Lands, who
has introduced the Bill, to inform the
House first of all as to the number of
persons in the State who, if this Bill be
passed, will be gualified to practise under
it.

Mr. Lander: There are nine men.

Mr. DWYER: Secondly, will the Min-
ister inform us as to the place where
these nine persons are resident? If we
confine the practice of veterinary swr-
gery to simply nine men who are, most
of them, living in Perth, what are we fo
do for the outlying distriets and outlying
centres?

My, Lander: They are not all in Perth.

Mr. DWYER: Most of the nine are
praetising in Perth. There might be one
or two at present on the Eastern Gold-
fields, and one perhaps at Northam, and
perhaps one al Geraldton, but I think T
am near the mark in saying that of the
nine whom the hon. member elaims will
be entitled to practise under this Bill,
should it become law, nearly all of them
are resident in Perth. If the settlers
living at long distances from Perth will
be obliged to send to Perth for this as-
sistance when the Bill is passed——

The Minister for Lands: I have two
living in my electorate.

Mr. DWYER: Will they be gualified
under the Bill?

The Minister for Lands: They will
both be able to qualify by examination.

Mr. DWYER: If there were in vari-
ous centres and scattered throughout the
State persons qualified o practise under
the Bill so that the necessary assistance
could be rendered to the seitlers who own
suffering animals obliged to have surgery
practised on them or medicines given to
them, I think my objeetions, and those
of the member for Bunbury, with regard
to a few details of the Bill might disap-
pear; but I hope when the Bill is in
Committee the Minister for Lands will be
able to give us details of the nine who are
qualified to practise, and their present
places of residence; because their places
of residence and the qualifications will
very much inflnence me as regards the
voiing I shall give on the varions clanses
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of the Bill when it reaches the Commitiee
stage. The Bill is putting outside the
pale of its rose-water preference, if I
may put it that way, several persons
who have hitherto been praetising, in a
small way most of them I believe, as
veterinary surgeons. Most of them I un-
derstand bave been chemists. Now, from
their training, and from their education,
and from their knowledge of drugs and
medicines, ehemists are to a great extent
fitted to practise, if only in a small de-
vree, under this Bill. As a matier of
faet, we know ihai frequently they give
a sort of cheap and free-and-easy medi-
cal adviee to human beings over their
. eounters, and give medicines to them;
and if that practice is allowed as regards
human beings, I think we might give the
same liberty to ilem as regards domesiie-
ated animals. T am not in favour of giving
a legal status to gquacks, ner am I a
friend of quacks in any respeet whatso-
ever, and I am quite at issue with the
member for East Perth when he depre-
eates the praetice of guackery in this
matter. I go further and deprecate the
practice of guackery in any profession,
trade. or enlling. An hon. member has
interjected a3 regards lawyers, lMany
legal practitioners were admitted and en-
titled to qualify who never passed an ex-
amination, and I understand that one of
the genilemen at present ornamenting
our Bench. one of cur ablest lawvers, is
a gentleman who never had to pass an
examination. As a matter of faet, in
many professions apprenficeship and
praetical knowledge go as far as thero-
retienl knowledge and aequaintaneeship
with the prineiples of the profession.
However, that is in a sense beside the
question.  The Bill assumes that only
persans who have heen qualified else-
where are entitled to practizse as veter-
inary surgeons. If we have persons here
who have been practising this profession
for such a number of yenrz as could give
them a good practical knowledge. and if
they satisfv, not by written examination,
bat by an oral examination—1I specify
thal partienlarly—if they satisfy by an
oral examination the board to he ap-
pointed under this measuve. I think they
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ought to be allowed to continue to prae-
iirse the profession under this Bill.

Mr. Lander: That is all we ask for.
Some of them could not pass a written
examination ; they cannot write, .

Me. DPWYER: If my friend wishes to
move that as a peoviso to one of the
clouses of the Bill 1 shall zupport him,
hat I think he is enrirvely mistaken; be-
cauze most of those I know to be prac-
tising veterinary surgery, even in a small
degree, ave quite as eapable of writing
as the hou. member. There is no pro-
vision whatever in this Bill as regards
the training of future veterinary sur-
geons here, zo that if we register these
nine we e¢reate a close corporation of
nine men who will be entitled to prac-
tise for all time the profession of veter-
inary surgery throughout the whole
State, and we will close the daoors to
evervone else. It may be, of course, that
the number will be inereased from out-
side, but we eannot say that that will be
so. There is no provision made in the
Bill for the examination, ov the training,
of persons who desive to qualify as vet-
erinary surgeons, and I hope the Minister
for Lands will see his way to introduee a
elanse whereby more means will be pro-
vided for the training of future veter-
inary surgeons, by placing them under
some regnlations which will state their
qualifications, and which' will fix the e.~
aminations they are to pass, and pres-
eribe the currieulum. Without this, the
Bill is incomplete. We have in view the
early establishment of a university, and
it seems to me that this provision, as well
as other provisions, might well be taken
into consideration when the university is
started, and we should make provision
that the examinations of future veterin-
ary surgeons should be under the guid-
ance of that university, and that the
hoard to be appointed under this measure
will be connected or affiliated in some way
with the university. By such means we
will have some opportunity of qualify-
ing and training future veterinary sur-
geons, and those glorified nine will not
have it all their own way thronghout the
whole of the State. It is. of eourse,
necessary that all professions should he
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regulated, and, even though the regula-
ting of professions means a hardship in
eertain instances, I think that a higher
consideration is the safety of the publie,
and the safeguarding of public interests
more than counterbalances any hard-
ship which may follow. Therefore, while
supporting the second reading of the
Bill, T trust that means will be found
wheveby its provisions may be modified,
so as to embody, first of all, our rve-
quirements as a scattered State, and
whereby our distant settlers will not be
placed at the mercy of the nine guali-
fied men, who may charge any fees they
wish, hecause those fees will not be regu-
lated under the Bill. Secondly, we
should have the Bill so regulated that
there will be an opportunity for those
desirous of qualifying in veterinary sur-
gery to be admitted to practisd
this profession, that is, training and
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edueating apprentices or youths who
wish to quality; and, thirdly, some pro-
vision should be made whereby those
who have been praectising in the past in
any branch of veterinary surgery may,
on oral proof being given to the hoard
of their knowledge, either surgical know-
ledge or as vegards their prescrib-
ing of medicines or drugs, may,
on giving this proof, be allowed
to practise,. We will then conserve
the hest intersts of the State, and
we will see that the settlers are not un-
duly penalised, and that no injustice will
be done. The future requirements of
the State will also be looked after by
providing persons who may become quali-
fled to earry on this profession of veter-
1hary Ssurgery.

On wotion by Mr. B. J. Stubbs debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.52 p.m,

APPENDIX TABLES Nos. 1 to 8, referred to in the Treasurer's Financial
Statement.

[No. 1.)

Revenue, 1910-11.

The actual amount received for the year was .,

The Treasurer's estimate was
Or a total net under-estimate of

The under-estinales were—
Stamp Duty ...
Income Tax ...

Tand Revenue

Mining ..
Railways ... o
Water Supply
Reimbursements-in-aid
Residue

The over-cstimales were—
Commonwealth
Dividend Duty
State Batteries
Probate
Laud Tax
Residue

&
8,850,439
3,737,043

£113,396

£
2,404
5,579
20,935
6,139
102,914
11,429
11,968
11,472
_ £101,840
£
11,652
33,504
13,857
6,876
2,129
426
£68,444

£113,396
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Ezxpenditure, 1910-11.

. £
The actual amount expended for the year was 3,784,448
The Treasurer’s estimate was 3,634,542
Or a net under-estimate of ... £99,906
The nnder-estimaltes were— £
Railways ... . 81,468
Minister for Works 186,661
Minister for Mines .. 4,711
Minister for Educa.tion 1,253
Residue 2,888
_ £106,981
The over-eetimates were— £
Minister for Lands ... . 752
Colonial Secretary ... 4,378
Attoruey General 888
Residue . 1,067
. _— £7,075
£99,906
[No. 2]
Synopsis of Balance Sheet for 30th Jume, 1311,
Dr. £
Balance on year 13,299
Sinking Fund ... 2,888,035
General Loan Fund .., 1,029,699
Savings Bank ... 4,118,143
Trust and Deposits Accounts genera.]]y w. 1,465,508
_— £9,514,684
Cz. . &
Advances to be recovered . 152,715
Investments and Sml.mg Fund .. 6,989,627
Stores on hand . 419,504
Cash in hand—
Savings Bank 111
Treasury ... 14,068
Agricultural Bank Redem])tlon Account ... - 2,366
Current Accounts 110,066
Trust Aceounts 818,381
Eastern States ... 29,400
London ... . 678,144
Remittances in tmnsztu 300,203

£9,514,684
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[No. 3.]
Estimated Receipts for Year ending 30th June, 1912,
Receipts f
Heads. o toroy, | 1911-12.
SraTE. £ £
Land Tax 37,871 40,000
Income Tax . 49,579 50,000
Dividend Duty 84,496 87,000
Totalisator Tax 7,739 8,000
Stamp Duty ... 79,404 79,000
Probate Duty .. 23,125 30,000
Licenses 43,033 43,000
Land ... 362,934 367.000
Mining ... 38,189 32,100
Railways . 1,858,914 1,950,000
State Batteries 67,143 81,650
Water Supply ... 156,559 173,000
Harbour Dues .. 133,692 132,000
Royal Mint ... 32,101 32,000
Other Public Works and Services 70,670 69,363
Reimbursements-in-Aid 144,086 137,683
Fees of Public Offices 48,519 47,085
Law Courts .. 18,701 18,300
Miscellaneous ... 24,107 13,250
3,280,862 3,395,411
CoMMONWEALTH.
Financial Agreement, ete. 569,578 600,927
Interest on Transferred Properties ... 40,745
3,850,440 4,037,083
Balance from Year 1910-11 ... .- 13,299
Total amount available for Expenditure ... 4,050,382
Details of Commonweaith Eeeeipts.
£
25s. per capita on estimated population of 295,000 as on 31-12-11 368,750
Special payment to Western Australia 232,177
Interest on transferred properties for two years, being 3 per cent.
on £679,086 . . .- 40,745
Total for the year 641,672
Total amount received from the Commonwealth for the year 1810-11 569,578

Estimated increase for 1911-12

£72.094



928 [ASSEMBLY.]

[Ko. 4.]

Estimated Expenditure on Administration, recurring, and Revenue-producing
Expenditure, Year 1911-12.

Special Acts— . £ £

His Excellency the Governor, Ministerial Salaries. etc. .. 10,900
Pension, Sir John Forrest .. .. . e .. 500
Abhorigines . . - . .. ‘e . 10,000
Annuities . e .. .. .. e . 250
Aunditor General . .. . .. .- . 800
Commissioner of Railways .. . .. .. o 1,500
Commonwealth Pensions .. - . . . 2,500
High School .. . . .. .. . .. 1,000
Judges' Pensions - ‘e o - . - 1,000
Judges’ Salaries . . .. - . - 7,100
Land Improvement Loan Fund . . . .. 17,000
Payment of Members .. . . .. .. 23,008
Parliamentary Allowances .. .. .. .. 2,400
Pensions under Superannuation Act . .. e 12,000
Public Service Commissioner .. .. .. .. 850
90,808
Qeneral—
Government House .. .- . . e Ve T 2,760
Parliamentary .. .. .- .. .. ‘e .. 10,316
Executive Council .. . Ve - .. e 50
Premier’s Office .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,090
Treasury .. . e - . .. . 8,896
Audit .. . ‘. . . . . . 8,354
Compassionate Allo“ rAnces . . .. .. .. .. 1,721
Savings Bank .. - .- . - e e 18,178
Government Stores .. .. o . . e 9,924
Indenting Office .. s . .. .- .. 3,008
Lithographic .. . - . . . .. 7,085
London Agency .- . . - . . 4,622
Printing . - .. . . .. 33,158
Public Service Comnnsswner . .. . . 1,105
Refunds ‘e . s . . - e 3,000
Taxation . . .. . .. . .. 14,405
Lands and Surveys .. .. .. .. .. .. 95,167
Woods and Forests .. .. - . .. .. 10,526
Agriculture .. . . .. e .. 32,146
Rabbits and Vermin Boards .. . e .. 16,304
Stock .. .. - . e . .. 4,770
Agricultursal Bank .- . .. .. . - 13,087
Mines .. .. .. s .. .. 42,420
Explosives . - . . . - .- 5,11C
Geological Survey . .. .e .. .. . 11,037
Machinery Inspection o. . e .. . 5,871
Mines Water Supply .. . .. . . - 20,646

Carried forward ‘e .- 384,855 90,808
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£ £
Brought forward . .. 384,855 90,808
Heneral—continued. .

Mining School .. . o .. . .. ‘e 5,460
Crown Law Offices .. .. .. .. .. e 8,647
Electoral .. .. .. ‘e . .- .. 16,349
Land Titles - . e . . . .- 11,999
Stipendiary \[a.gxst.racy . . . .- . 28,041
Supreme Court . .. . .. .. .. 14,712
Education . .. .. .. .. .. .. 232,695
Colonial Secretary . . -, . . . 10,917
Aborigines .. .. .. . . .. .. 17,995
Charities . .. e .. .. .. .. 39,063
Fisheries - .. . .- . e .. 3,658
Friendly Societies .. .. .. e . .. 3,856
Gaols .. . .. .. .. e . . 23,485
Harbour and nght . . . e .. .. 36,905
Immigration and Tourist .. . . . .. 15,189
Lunacy .. .. .. . -, . ‘s 36,163
Medical and Hea.]th .. . - . . .. 98,245
Ohservatory .. . .. . . . .. 2,612
Police .. . ‘e . . ‘e . s 128,180
Public Gardens - - . . .e ‘e 2,280
Registry .. . “ . .. . ‘e 9,228
Parliamentary Expenses . . . . - 3,63¢C
Law Costs .. v s ‘s - 1,006
London Westminster Bank Commlss:on . v e 3,000
Survey of N.W. Coast .. . . . ‘e 3,750
Royal Commissions .. - . .. . .- 4,226
Railway Advisory Board . ve .. .. .. 1,000
Incidentals . ‘e -, . . .. . 12,187
Public Works .. .. . - 26.720
Public Buildings, Repa.lrs a.nd Upkeep e . .- 26,300

—— 1,208,061

Revenue Producing Euvperliture—

Roval Mint . . . - .. . .. 22,500
Public Batteries .. ‘e o .. .. e 83,585
Railways . .. .. . . .. .. 1,412,950
Gwalia Hotel .. . . e .. . - 8,100
Refrigereting Works, Abatto:rs, ete. .. .. - 7,830

——- -— 1.534,736

Totni Administration . - .. .. £32.833,604
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[Ne. 5.

General Expenditure for Year 1911-12.

Interest and Sinking Fund on Public Debt

Subsidies to Municipalities . ‘e
Public Works—

Roads Boards—SBubsidies .. .
Roads—Revotes .. - .
Roads—New . ‘e
Bridges—Revotes . .
Bridges—New .. . ..

Total Roads and Bridges
Water Supply, Drainage, etc.—

Revotes .. . .. V.
New Works .. - .
Miscellaneous . . e

Public Buildings, etc.—
Schools and Quarters . va
Hospitals . .- .. .-
Gaols and Quarters .. - ve

Police Stations, etc. .. .. .
Court Houses

Lands Offices, etc. .
Mechanies’ Institutes, Halls, etc. .

Harbour and Light—Quarters .
Victoria Quav .. . .
Jetties, Tramways, etc .. .

Variouns Buildings

Railways—
Relaying Great Southern Railway ..

Total Works and Buildings

Sundry Grants, etc.—
Hospitals and Benevolent
Fire Brigades

National Grants -

Cemsteries

Parks and Recreamon Gronnds
Land for Hospitals .. . .
Land for Schools .. . e
Public Libraries . ..
W.A. Museum and Art. Gallery -
Horticultural .. . . ..
Zoological Gardens .. .. .
Mechanics' Institutes .. .. ..
Literary and Scientific .. -
Various .. .. .. .e .

Total General Expenditure

. .

37,000

19,000
3365
L 1,000

5,395
1,465

27,190
8,722
1,362
7,665
1,941
5,924
4,250
1,182

20,000

19,766

10,428

5,245
5,671
280

4,000
1,000
100
4,150
3,800
150
3,600
2,000
300
275

£ . v £
. 1,078,349
.. 18,000
61,065 s
6,860 .
4,995 -
108,340
12,500
e 193,760
31,071

£1,321,180
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[No. 8.
Loan Aduthorisations and Flotations
£ £
Authorisations to 30th June, 1910 23,527,253
Do. for 1910-11 2,100,000
Total Authorisations ... 25,627,253
Flotations—
General Loans 18,938,253
Local Debentures ... 246,100
Local Inscribed Stock 3,281,900
Treasury Bills . 711,000
—_—— 24,177,253
Balance available for Flotation £1,450,000
Actual Loan Indebtedness—
Gross Debt as on 30th June, 1911 23,527,253
Flotation during year . . 650,000
——— 24,177,253
Liess—
Bonds redeemed ‘ 473,300
Sinking Fund 2,544,812
- 3,018,112
Net Indebtedness £21,159,14~1
Net Public Debt per head of population on 30th June, 1911, £73 7 10
[Neo. 7.1
Loan Flotations and Expenditure.
Works and Services, Flotations, C&‘:gt’:;gn t.
£ £
Railways ... 13,178,940 12,103,084
Harbours and Rivers . 2,955,117 ! 2,733,872
Goldfields Water Scheme 2,903.078 2,689,823
Water Supply Generally 338,244 272,462
Bewerage .. 599,037 512,810
Erection of State Ba.t.l:enes 228,176 200,149
Development of Goldfields and Mmeral Resources 1,209,219 1,071,420
Development of Agriculture . . ‘ 1,424,541 1,381,356
Telegraphs . 276,721 269,308
Roads and Bndges 267,508 239,768
Public Buildings 539,238 459,938
Tmmigration 79,437 | 36,479
Miscellaneous 177,697 1 48,133
£24.177,253 | £22,068,102
Cost of Raising ... 1,068,453
Unexpended Balance | 1,040,698
£24177,253 E £24,177,253
i
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Trade, Production, etc.

Railway Revenue

Railway Mileage

Wool produced (exported)
*Wheat produeed

*Hay produced ..

Gold produced ...

Timber produced (exporbed)
Coal produced ...

Other Minerals (exporbed)
+Number Sheep ... .
+Number Cattle ..

+Number Horses

Aven of land selected

Aren of land leased
#*TAres ofland for cultivation ...
*®Area of land for crop ...
Tonnage shipping, Inwards
Tonnage shlppmg, Outwards ...
Exports ... . .
Imports ...

Suvings Bank's Deposxts
Savmgs Bank’s Withdrawals ...
Excess of Arrivals over Departures

" Years enaed 28th Februsey, 1910 and 1911,

1909-1q. 191G-11.
£1,649,397 £1,858,914
2,145 2,376
. - £069,904 £1,047,456
{bushels) 5,602,368 5,897,540
. (tons) 195,182 178,891
.. £6,553314 £6,003,78%
£907,702 £932,800
£114,487  £104,016
£328,471 £155,277
4,731.737 5,158,516
793,217 825,040
125,315 134,114
...{acres) 1,904,780 1,922,112
...(acres} 10,330,373 9,314,310
... (acres) 4,685,607 5,309,832
...{acres) 722,086 855,024
. o 2,279,852 2,408,803
2,271,879 2,419,078
£8,576,659 £8,177,272
£6,932,731  £8,450,855
£2.400,099 £3,170,345
£2,070,776  £2,667,877
2,691 12,013

t Yenrs ended 31st December, 1909 nud 1910,

I Area cropped, cleared, ete.

Legislative Council,
Thursday, 14th December, 1911.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
3 p.n.. and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Seeretary: 1, Annual
report Goldfields Water Supply Adminis-
tration for the year ended 30th June,
1911; 2, Maps showing centre line and

limit of deviation of proposed railways
(a) from Norseman to Esperance, (b)
through Upper Darling Range.

CLOSE OF SESSION—NEW
BUSINESS.

Hon. Sir F. H, WITTENQOM: If1
am in order I should like to point out to
the Colonial Secretary that if it is hoped
to end the sesston on Friday week it will
be impossible if the Alinister econtinues
bringing down new Bills. I do not know
Low be can do i, even as it is. T only
mention this, and perhaps he will convey
this remark to the members of the Min-
istry in another place.

BILL—LOCAL COURTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Message from the Legislative Assembly
received and read nofifving that the
amendmenis made by the Couneil lad
been agreed to.



